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News from Clift Surgery
Patients failed to attend 107 appointments during the past month – 
without letting the surgery know. This is particularly shocking when 
others are finding it very difficult to see a medical practitioner.
Please cancel your appointment if you do not need it
Tel: 01256 881228

Free Trees !!
The Council are currently giving away 2 free trees per household:
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/tree-mendous-giveaway

Contact us at villagermagazine@gmail.com
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Where am I?

Answer on Page 29

Poppy-Jo, Annie, Henry and Toby enjoying maybe  
their last ice cream of the summer
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Sunday Mass will be celebrated at the Church of St Bede, Popley at the following times:  9.00am  11.00am  6.30pm

Weekday Mass	

Tuesday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *	 Friday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *
Wednesday	 HG Church, Basingstoke	 9.30am *	 Saturday	Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *
Thursday	 Church of St Bede, Popley	 9.30am *			   * Time & Venue could vary

Roman Catholic Services (Tel: 819772)

The Princess of Wales closed her most recent health update 
with a message of hope to all those walking a similar road to 
her: “Out of darkness, can come light, so let that light shine 
bright.”

With the deepening of Autumn and lengthening of nights, 
it’s easy to feel the weight of the long nights pressing in. For 
many of us, this seasonal change will be an echo of personal 
challenges we may be navigating, or perhaps the broader 
struggles our world continues to face. 

Princess Kate’s words remind us that it’s so often the darkest 
moments when the smallest glimmers of light shine the 
brightest. Whether it’s a kind text from a friend, a helping 
hand from a neighbour, or a glimpse of beauty in the world 
around us, there is light to be found. 

Jesus came into the world with a promise that he would not 
just be a glimmer of light, but the “Light of the World” (John 
8v12), coming to dispel the darkness once and for all. He 
continues by promising, “whoever follows me will never walk 
in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

This half-term in our churches, we will be celebrating this 
light with a Family Light Trail on Sunday 27th October 
(details below). And in our All-Age services we will be 
thinking about what it means both to trust in the Light that 
Jesus brings and how - in a world where the shadows continue 
to linger - we can be part of letting that light shine bright.

Rev. Stewart Deering
stewart.deering@sherborneswithpamber.org
07359 717577   
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“Out of the darkness, can come light” 
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October 2024

1	 Women’s Fellowship,  SSJ Village Hall,  Men I have Married	 2.00pm
3	 Monk Sherborne Village Drinks - First Thursday of the month, Monk Sherborne Village Hall	 6.00pm – 8.00pm
5	 Parish of Sherbornes with Pamber, Comedy Night with Paul Kerensa, SSJ Village Hall  Ticket event	 7.30pm
5	 Sherborne St John Social Club, Private Function	
6	 Harvest Festival, St Andrews Church followed by Community Lunch in SSJ Village Hall	 10.30am
7	 Macmillan Charity Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 9.00am – 12.00
11	 Sherborne St John Social Club,  SSJ School Assc. adult only Quiz Night, teams of 6 max. £4 pp	 7.30pm
12	 Sherborne St John Social Club, Michael Jackson Tribute, Ticket Only	 7.30pm
14	 Coffee Morning, Monk Sherborne Village Hall	 10.45am – 12.00
17	 Knit & Natter, Ramsdell Village Hall   (third Thursday of every month)	 2.00pm – 4.00pm
21	 Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00am – 12.00
26	 Sherborne St John Social Club, Jake & Jay House of Games Night,  Halloween Fancy Dress	 7.00pm
27	 Light Trail & Refreshments, St Andrews Church, SSJ	 4.30pm – 6.30pm

November 2024

4	 Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00am – 12.00
5	 Women’s Fellowship,  SSJ Village Hall,  A Christmas Miscellany	 2.00pm
7	 Monk Sherborne Village Drinks - First Thursday of the month, Monk Sherborne Village Hall	 6.00pm – 8.00pm
9	 Sherborne St John Social Club, Carbon Copy Band	 7.30pm
9	 60s Night at Monk Sherborne Village Hall   including buffet supper Tickets from	 7pm
11	 Coffee Morning, Monk Sherborne Village Hall	 10.45am – 12.00
16	 Sherborne St John Social Club, Private Function	
18	 Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00am – 12.00
21	 Knit & Natter, Ramsdell Village Hall   (third Thursday of every month)	 2.00pm – 4.00pm
23	 Preloved Clothes Sale for Charity, SSJ  Village Hall	 2.00pm - 5pm
23	 Sherborne St John Social Club, Jive Trio Tribute Band	 7.30pm
24	 St Michael’s Hospice Reindeer Run	

December 2024

2	 Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00am – 12.00
3	 Women’s Fellowship,  CHRISTMAS LUNCH	
5	 Monk Sherborne Village Drinks - First Thursday of the month, Monk Sherborne Village Hall	 6.00pm – 8.00pm
9	 Coffee Morning, Monk Sherborne Village Hall	 10.45am – 12.00
16	 Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00am – 12.00
19	 Knit & Natter, Ramsdell Village Hall   (third Thursday of every month)	 2.00pm – 4.00pm

Notify Claiming Dates to Lindsay Berry on lindsayberry0@gmail.com or message on 07775 800955

Claiming Dates
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News from Pamber and Little London
It’s a blackberry bumper year for us at 
least. The faster I pick them, the faster they 
appear. Or so it seems. I’d be delighted if 
anyone could provide some suggestions 
for how to use this lovely fruit, in 
addition to the inevitable - but delicious - 
blackberry and apple crumble of course. I 
actually produced a very successful bombe 
(pictured) and made a pastry case which 
I then lined with marscapone and fresh 
blackberries (also pictured). Both of these 
were appreciated by husband and friends, 
though I wondered afterwards if the dish 
might have  been more interesting if I had 
poached the fruit gently in, say, kirsch or 
brandy..... Next time!

On a more serious note, the tremendous 
advantages provided by ever-developing 
technology are, alas, counterbalanced 
by, amongst other things, an increase in 
scamming.  The Pamber Parish Council 
provided me with some information from 
Hampshire Alert which I thought readers 
might find useful.
“We receive an average of 200 reports a 
week from local residents who have been 
defrauded, with a total weekly monetary 
loss of between £1million and £4million. 
Many of these crimes started with a simple 
phone call.  Our colleagues at the Met 
Police have created this short, simple, 
signed, subtitled video to help you avoid 
being defrauded by a criminal over the 
phone:
Little Guide to Avoiding 
IMPERSONATION FRAUD (subtitles & 
sign).mp4 on Vimeo
Hampshire Alerts is not a crime reporting 
portal – please do not report crime here.
If you realise you’ve been scammed and 
wish to report a fraud that has already 
happened, please report it to Action Fraud 
either phone 0300 123 2040 or online at: 
Action Fraud
If a crime is in progress, and/or you are 
in fear for yourself or someone else, and/

or there is evidence in situ that could be 
damaged/destroyed, please phone 999 
immediately. 
Otherwise, report online, or find out 
about other ways to report a crime at: 
Report a crime | Hampshire and Isle of 
Wight Constabulary
Thank you – Fraud Safeguarding Team”
And finally, a word to the White Van 
Man who, on the occasion of the recent 
collision at Pamber Heath, where the 
Speedwatch volunteers were monitoring 
speed, took the trouble to berate the team 
for “causing the accident”. In a kind of 
way, he has a point. When spotting the 
high-viz jackets and clipboards of the 
SpeedWatch team, we drivers all doubtless 
feel a Pavlovian need  to check our speed 
and probably slow down. It is crucial, 
however, that we only do so when it is safe, 
and that the checking of the speedometer 
is extremely brief.  If that is not the case, 
accidents may occur.
Enjoy those blackberries! Oh and if you 
have a friend you would like to feature in 
the Meet the Villager section, do let me 
know.  Thanks.

B  🐝  bdownes.villager@gmail.com

Monk Sherborne & Charter 
Alley Parish Council
The Annual Parish Assembly was held 
on 15th May, a summary of the parish 
council activities over the previous 12 
months was provided, including the 
financial position.
We were pleased to have 3 attendees and 
an apology, and our PCSO also attended 
for part of the meeting.
The 1/4 Parish Council was also held 
on the same evening, matters discussed 
included the increasing volume and 
speed of traffic through the parish, 
driver behaviours, signage and road 
markings. The Parish Council are 
seeking guidance on how to progress.
The condition of footpaths were also 
raised, it is the responsibility of the land 
owner to maintain/clear paths, this 
however is not always done promptly.  
Residents are encouraged to report 
issues on Basingstoke & Deane website, 
public rights of way.   https://www.hants.
gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/
rightsofway/reportaproblem

Recently we have met volunteers who 
are tasked from reported issues clearing 
the pathways. 
We have requested signage to remind 
dog walkers of their responsibilities. 
The flooding issues at War Memorial 
and Queens House Stable entrance 
remain on highways to do list !!
The Parish Council election was held 
at the beginning of May, Peter Boyle, 
Arron Minter, Paul Cave & Cheryl 
Mcsoley retained their seats, no further 
candidates were forthcoming. 
The play area was formally opened on 
3rd May, a competition held on the 
night was won by Alexa who received 
£5.  Thank you to those who donated 
the Pizzas and Curries.   A secondary 
gate has now been fitted at the far end of 
the car park.
At the July meeting fly tipping and 
local residents using ditches for garden 
waste was discussed. Residents are 

encouraged to raise issues directly with 
the council by reporting https://www.
basingstoke.gov.uk/report. 
Residents are encouraged to use the 
garden waste collection service https://
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/gardenwaste.
For those of you not aware the council 
are currently giving away free trees 
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/tree-
mendous-giveaway
Our next meeting will be 6th November 
at 7.20pm. 
If you should have any items to raise 
at Parish Council Meetings you 
should contact the clerk in advance 
of the meeting to discuss. clerk@
monksherborne-pc.gov.uk.
The Parish Council website is a 
source of useful information www.
monksherborne-pc.gov.uk
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WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk  
 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED

WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 
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World Sight Day 2024World Sight Day 2024
Thursday, 10th October - 9am-3pm

Central Square, Basingstoke

 Over 2 million people in the UK are living with sight loss
43 million people in the world are blind

1.2 billion need glasses to see better

World Sight Day, now in its 12th consecutive year, comes once again to a stand in Central Square, 
Basingstoke – between Primark and Costa – on Thursday, 10th October courtesy of The Basingstoke 
Lions Club, featuring a display of information regarding sight loss and small items of equipment to 
help the visually impaired with some of the practical aspects of daily living.
On this day, people are invited to take their redundant spectacles – prescription, non-prescription and 
sunglasses – for forwarding to the Lions Club of Chichester who will sort and distribute, e.g. gold rims 
are sent for melting down for the gold and vintage/designer pairs are sold on Ebay. The remainder are 
then sent to Medico France in Le Havre where they are cleaned and graded, ready for use in eye camps 
in Africa, India and Eastern Europe. 
Around 1/1.30pm the Club’s very own “Lennie the Basingstoke Lion” may be spotted ‘on the prowl’, 
when he drops in on Leightons and Prime Opticians to collect the haul of spectacles already donated 
by their own customers.
In addition, the Lions will mount a spectacle collection point in Morrisons Supermarket from 
Monday 7th - Sunday 13th October, thus providing an alternative option for those who might find 
that more convenient.
On a global scale, the aim of this day, on which Lions Clubs around the world conduct various 
sight-related projects, is to focus attention on the universal issue of avoidable blindness and visual 
impairment and thus raise awareness about the importance of eye health and the need for quality eye 
care services for all.  
Basingstoke Lions Club is delighted once more to be able to offer its service to the community –  
your spectacles need not languish in a drawer; please bring them to us!

(Note: Please - no spectacle cases)

Contact: av@mypostoffice.co.uk

Ordinary people – amazing things!
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Hampshire County Councillor Report 
Calleva Division 
Increased housing targets for 
Hampshire 

You might have noticed publicity 
about new housing targets for councils 
announced by Angela Rayner.   The 
figures for Hampshire are in the graphic 
below. The first column is the current 
housing target, the second is the number 
of houses delivered last year and the third 
is the new housing target released by the 
Government this week. You can see the 
increase proposed for B&DBC below.

I’m all in favour of new housing. , but 
new homes must be built in the right 
place, preserving local gaps; planned 
in consultation with local people; and 
crucially include high levels of local 
infrastructure.  In a letter Angela Rayner 
penned to council leaders recently she 
admitted that her new approach ‘will 
delay the adoption of some plans’. So 
much for getting on with delivery.

The enforced government delay is 
deeply concerning because we are 
obliged to provide a 5-year housing 
land supply. This means we need to 
show that we have a plan to deliver the 
next five years of housing meeting the 
Government’s target. So if our target is 
suddenly increased then we are unlikely 
to be able to meet it immediately 

and if we don’t, there is a huge risk 
of developers getting permission for 
speculative plans, which are unlikely 
to include the significant amount of 
new infrastructure we are demanding 
through the Local Plan process.

Of most concern is the fact that these 
new targets, introduced across both the 
county and the country, increase the 
amount of housing rural areas must 
deliver enormously. 

Yet the numbers to be delivered by 
London and cities outside of the capital 
largely decrease. So much for the new 
Government’s insistence that new 

development should be delivered on 
brownfield and greyfield sites first. 

The commonality between those areas 
with much increased targets? They are 
overwhelmingly councils controlled by 
Conservatives or Liberal Democrats. The 
areas with decreasing housing targets? 
Yes, largely Labour run. (Evidence the 
reduction in housing target for Labour 
controlled Southampton). 

This is a really worrying precedent for the 
new Government, let’s hope their decision 
making is less partisan as it progresses.

Cllr Rhydian Vaughan MBE
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To advertise in 

CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215  
07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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FOR ALL YOUR SWIMMING POOL 
REQUIREMENTS

Design and Build New Liner and 
Concrete Pools
 Renovation and Repair
 Service and Maintenance
 Auto Covers and Cleaners
 Chemicals and Accessories

Harlequin Swimming Pools Ltd

01962 774004

sales@harlequinpools.co.uk
www.harlequinpools.co.uk Reliable, personal service since 1973

To advertise in 

CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215 
07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

Private & Domestic Enquiries
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services
Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided, 
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.ukinfo@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Licence No: 2063

CALL FOR 

YOUR FREE

ESTIM
ATE
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Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Garden Furniture  Outdoor Living  BBQs 
Birdcare  Plants  Bedding  Seeds  Compost 

Pots  Hanging Baskets  Tools  Fencing
Sheds  Garden Gift Vouchers  Co�ee Shop

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook

Will Writing, Estate Planning
& Lasting Powers of Attorney

- A friendly, accessible and quality service

A member of the
Society of Will Writers

Contact: Clare Datta
m: 07810 455 581
t: 01256 896 336

e: claredatta@whitchurchwills.co.uk
w: www.whitchurchwills.co.uk

36 Hillside, Whitchurch, Hampshire, RG28 7SN

ontactt: CCClllare Datta

- NOW OFFERING -
PROBATE SERVICES
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Prestige & Commercial  |  Finance & PCP Packages  |  Extended Warranty
Vehicle Accessories  |  Part Exchange  |  Indoor Showroom   |  FCA Approved

Pre
Co
Used Vehicles in Hampshire

Tel: 01256 334363      Email: o�ce@moorelands.com      www.moorelands.com

Bonkers over Conkers

While on a walk in the Vyne 
sometime last year we saw lots of 
horse chestnut fruit scattered on the 
grass and we thought it was a good 
time to collect some conkers.
On closer inspection of each of the 
fruit on the ground, just a broken 
empty shell was seen. Where is the 
nut or the seed, known popularly as 
conker? It should either be inside 
the shell or lying close to it, having 
popped out of the shell on hitting the 
ground. We saw plenty of shells, but 
not a single conker. Where have all 
the conkers gone? 
Has somebody collected them for 
the World Conker Championship, 
an annual event which takes place 
in Northampton? Northampton is 

further away, and it seems unlikely 
that they would travel that far.
(Conker smashing- players use 
conkers threaded onto a string 
and take turns to strike the other’s 
conker until it shatters. You may 
be a bit late for this year’s Conkers 
Championship, which is generally 
held in early October, but you still 
have enough time to practice and 
sharpen your nut shattering skills for 
the next year)
Or it is quite possible that some 
children have collected them to 
play Conkers or practice some craft 
on conkers. I don’t see any kids 
around. Moreover, kids these days are 
unlikely to be interested in playing 
conkers, it is just child’s play for them. 
They enjoy sweeping their little finger 
across the face of an iPad to play their 
games and they can indeed show you 
a trick or two in doing that.
We walked around frantically looking 
for conkers, no luck, all empty shells 
all over the woods.
Then I heard a squeak or two and 
there were two squirrels squealing in 

delight dancing around a big bounty 
of conkers. They looked so delighted 
at the treasure they found so early  
in the season and they started  
moving at a frantic  pace in different 
directions,  obviously to keep small 
hoards in different places to see them 
through the winter. By keeping small 
hoards in different places, they could 
evade the taxman and disappoint any 
intruders. Do they have a combined 
account or separate accounts? I need 
to do some research on that.
As you are beginning to develop that 
thought-is this bloke going bonkers 
over conkers, let me close that 
thought with a few lines from Seren 
Roberts poem- Its autumn now- 
summers end contest.

Soon the autumn will be upon us
Bringing pictures of many hues
The chestnut tree full of conkers
Every little boys dream
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Monk Sherborne Village Hall
The village hall continued to be well utilised over the 
summer, our regular hirers have now returned providing 
an opportunity locally for a variety of exercise classes:

Monday
6-7pm	 Sue Cordery	 Yoga
07884138026

Tuesday 
9.30 -10.15am	 Rachael Foster	 HIT
07867977933

Wednesday
6-7 pm	 Helen Clarke	 Yoga 
helenclarkeyoga@gmail.com

Thursday 
9-10 am	 Rachel Raune	 Pilates 
07815862164

Friday
9-10 am	 Helen Clarke	 Yoga 
helenclarkeyoga@gmail.com

Our next village night will be on Thursday 3rd October 
6-8pm, come and join us for a catch-up, reasonably priced 
Beer, wine and non-alcoholic options.

The coffee mornings held on 2nd Monday of the month 
10:45 - 12:00 have enabled donations to various charities.
In August, Anna Shevchenko, an author temporarily 
living locally,  gifted two books “Around the War in 20 
Stories” to the village. The book printed under shelling 
in Ukraine containers true stories. If you would like the 
book on loan please contact: 
enquiries@monksherbornevillagehall.org.uk
Information about the book can be found here: 
www.aroundthewarin20stories.com
and about the writer: 
https://aroundthewarin20stories.com/pages/contact  
Donations can be made via Just Giving website.

Beau’s Blog
The things a dog has to do!  The Mrs has 
been at the brushes again – the ones on 
sticks that I am not allowed to chew!  
My dearest French friend Frédéric 
(commonly known as Frédo) 
(pronounced Fraydoh) invited us all to 
watch the combine harvester cut the 
field of corn belonging to his family.  In 
fact we all turned out, our visitors, his 
family and Frédo, being inordinately 
keen on big machines of any sort – 
tractors, harvesters, balers, etc – you 
get the picture – asked the Mrs if she 
would do another painting for him - of 
the “batteuse”.  This will be a gift to say 
thank you for all the friendship and 
generosity his family shows us, me 
included.  She has previously completed 
paintings of himself, his tractor, his log 
splitter, the family dog and their house.   
All the family work on farms or with 
wood and I recognise the sound of his 

tractor coming up the road now, so I 
know when to look out for him and get 
a friendly pat.  
The Mrs takes a few days to complete 
the painting and I helped, of course, 
by jogging her occasionally when I felt 
she had been sitting too long in the 
same position.  She knows I am right 
and reluctantly leaves the easel for a 
stretch and a bit of playing with me and 
my favourite tennis ball.   She wants a 
photo of her work so gets her own back 
for my jogging her by getting me to sit 
very still for quite some time so she can 
lean it against me in the best light by 
the window and take a snap.   I think I 
look quite handsome, the combine’s not 
too bad and Frédo was so pleased with 
his painting he gave me extra pats.

http://beauregardsdogblog.blogspot.com
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Book tickets to a multi award-
winning variety show!

Basingstoke Gang Show is recognised 
as the best-selling and longest running 
‘family variety show’ in the South 
of England and is set to return to 
The Haymarket Theatre for its 29th 
stunning, variety show spectacular!
Get down with the Gang as they 
showcase a series of sensational songs, 
comical choreography, super sketches, 
and a whole lot more.  The 45th 
anniversary show will be performed 
at The Haymarket in February 2025. 
Audiences will be entertained as the 
cast of 70 take to the stage across 11 
performances many over half term week.
This best-selling amateur production 
is not to be missed, as it showcases the 

very best of local talent in the Scout & 
Guide associations.
Tickets are on sale from 6th September 
via www.anvilarts.org.uk so book 
early so you, your friends and family 
experience this feel-good show at The 
Haymarket.
Dates are Thursday 13th to Saturday 
22nd February 2025, excluding Sunday 
16th.  Matinee performances are also on 
Saturday 15th and 22nd February.
Ticket prices: Adults £23, Children £16 
and last night (Saturday 22nd) all seats 
£24. Ticket prices include £3 booking 
fee via Anvil Arts.
Group booking discount of £1.00 
off each ticket for every 10 purchased 

before 31st January 2025. Discounts not 
available with online bookings. 
All adults who are interested in 
volunteering for Basingstoke Gang 
Show 2025, please get in touch! There’s 
a lot to do before we reach the theatre 
in February, from building scenery, 
making costumes or other support. 
Local businesses can apply to be a 
sponsor of Basingstoke Gang Show 
with packages from as little as £100 up 
to £2,000. To find out more go to www.
basingstokegangshow.com/sponsorship 
Look at the Basingstoke Gang Show 
website www.basingstokegangshow.com
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All Seasons
Window Cleaning

Reliably serving the community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 01256 353727
Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
www.facebook.com/allseasonswindowcleaninguk
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01256 688648
 Call Pete to book a FREE survey & quotation
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Upcoming events at The Vyne
4-6 Oct  
Movies under the stars pre-booking essential: 
https://www.adventurecinema.co.uk/venues/the-vyne

26 Oct-3 Nov 
Half-term family fun on the Halloween pumpkin trail
House 11am-3pm, gardens 10am-4pm
£2 per trail sheet and prize. Normal admission applies.

Daily:
Burning fiery shades of ochre, amber and crimson red, don’t 
miss welly walks out on the estate. Dogs on leads can have 
their free Pooch Passport stamped at Visitor Reception.

Enjoy a pumpkin spiced latte in the Brewhouse and browse 
luxurious throws and more in the gift shop.

From 4 Nov inclusive winter opening hours: gardens close 
4pm, house 11am-3pm weekends only.

Frances Mcsoley, Chrissie Sanguinetti & Minty  Lawson- 
Smith after their recent climb of Ben Nevis in 28 degrees.   
Frances carries the BRACA 2 gene which means she has 
95% chance of developing breast cancer.  She is raising 
awareness about preventative surgery. She organised the 
challenge, sourced sponsorship etc in aid of Eve’s Appeal.

Well done ladies!
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CONTACT – Helen Ricketts: helen@highpathway.co.uk  OR  Paul Temple: tempaul45@gmail.com

Basingstoke Deane Rotary is a group of 35 men & women from a wide variety of backgrounds.  
All live locally in the borough but some commute to work outside Basingstoke. Most joined Rotary to help others  
less fortunate, and they find Basingstoke Deane Rotary adds another extremely enjoyable dimension to their lives. 

If you would like to find out more about how we enjoy ourselves, just tune in to www.rcbd.org.uk   
to see what we have coming up, or contact Helen or Paul  above to find out more. We think you’ll be pleasantly surprised.

Facebook: @RotaryBasingstokeDeane | Twitter: @RBstokeDeane
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Royal British Legion           
Some committee members attended 
the funeral of our friend and former 
branch President Tony Evans on 
30 August. Tony was so proud that 
he served his country in the Royal 
Hampshire Regiment, mostly serving 
in overseas locations. He was a member 
of our branch for over 50 years being 
our Standard Bearer and carrying 
the Standard at the RBL Ypres 90 
commemoration in 2011, attended by 
most UK branches.

Our short AGM will be held at Cross 
House Bramley at 7.30pm on Tuesday 
8 October.

This will be followed by an illustrated 
talk by Rhydian Vaughan on the pursuit 

and scuttling of the German navy’s most  
feared battleship The Bismarck in 1941. 
This is open to everyone and will be a 
fascinating evening.

The annual Poppy Appeal launches 
officially on Saturday 28 of this month. 
Please support the appeal as generously 
as you can. It funds the majority of the 
caring work of the Legion throughout 
our military family, past and present.

 John Morley

Branch Chairman
revjmorley@talktalk.net

Battlefield Tours           
All of our tours and visits to the battle-
fields are memorable but sometimes 
there is just a hint of an edge!

I was recently lucky enough to take 
a group to Ypres which included the 
great great granddaughter of Field 
Marshall the Viscount Plumer. It was 
he who opened the Menin Gate in 1927 
with the immortal words ‘He is not 
missing, he is here.’

I had alerted the Last Post Association 
and asked them to make a fuss of her 
which they did brilliantly. They put her 
at the front of the wreath queue, talked 
her through the process and asked her 
to deliver the Exhortation. For her it 
was a very moving experience and all 

thanks to the Last Post Association for 
their kindness and consideration.

If anyone can help me with the 
CWGC, I think that she and her 
family should be guests at the re-
dedication of the Menin Gate, 
following the refurbishment in June 
2027- always assuming we have not 
been taken by then!

Rhydian Vaughan MBE
Battlefield Tours

Tel:      07774 681516
Email: rhydian@battlefieldtours.co
Web: www.battlefieldtours.co
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Basingstoke Cats Protection 
currently have 10 cats on 
our waiting list who we so 
desperately want to help… 
but with all our current 
foster homes full of felines 
there is little we can do.

We are looking for fosterers, 
either indoor or in an 
outdoor enclosure which is 
provided by Cats Protection 
(approximate size 13ft x 4ft 
or 4m x 1.2m).  Full training 
will be provided and all 
expenses are covered by 
Cats Protection – food, litter, 
bedding and electricity.

Fostering is an incredible 
experience guaranteed to 
give you an extreme sense 
of joy, achievement and 
pride. The days spent in a 
loving foster home make 
the world of difference for 
our cats and kittens, setting 
them up for a lifetime of 
happiness 🐱
PLEASE consider opening 
your home and heart to a 
cat in need; if you cannot 
foster, please spread the 
word to anyone who may 
be able to help us.

Your Local Cats 
Protection Branch 

Needs You!!

If you’re interested in finding out 
more, please contact Lynne at 

adoption@basingstoke.cats.org.uk 
or call our enquiries line on 

01256 584544.
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Probus Hears About  
Hairy Helicopter Flight  
to Alexandria
Probus Club member David Stiles 
recalled an experience he would not 
want to repeat about a long-distance 
helicopter flight in 1968. He was 
acting as “Flying Spanner” with 
two pilots who had to ferry a newly 
introduced Bell 212 helicopter from 
Coventry that was urgently needed 
on a Shell oil drilling ship in the 
Mediterranean Sea above Alexandria 
in Egypt.

As an avionics expert he was 
monitoring an advanced navigation 
system throughout the flight of 4,500 
kilometres. Bell 212 helicopters had 
a range of under 300 miles which 
meant many refuelling stops, hence 
the need for an indirect route.

Difficulties soon arose between 
the two pilots who squabbled as 
to which of them was in charge 
with several instances putting 
the helicopter, and themselves, in 
great danger. One decided to take 
a short cut over the French Alps 
to Nice instead of the planned 
route to Marseilles. The Bell 212 
did not have de-icing equipment 
and with cloud up to 9,000 feet the 
helicopter started to ice up at 10,000 
feet. Reducing height to above the 
top of the clouds they just missed 
the weathervane at the top of a 
monastery.

Flying down Italy one decided they 
should ‘take a look’ at the Vesuvius 
volcano and descended into the 
crater. While the volcano was 
dormant sulphur fumes curtailed 
this sightseeing.

Severe turbulence 
became problematic 
as they crossed Greece 
and had to fly as low as 
possible. The Corinth 
Canal offered calm 
conditions, flying just a 
few feet above the water 
the 200 feet high sheer 
rock walls were only 15 
feet either side of their 
rotors. They hopped over 
any shipping returning 
close to water level.

A nervous Egyptian 
army insisted the 
helicopter circle slowly 
over their army base 
with their missile site 
tracking the flight. They 
checked that no armaments were 
visible as the Bell 212 was American 
made with a British crew and both 
countries had supported Israel in 
the recent Six Days War which the 
Egyptians had spectacularly lost. 

The Bell 212 had behaved 
impeccably as had the navigation 
equipment throughout the flight that 
had taken a total of seven days.

Returning to England David 

Stiles left the company six months 
later, having never been fond of 
helicopters, and returned to his first 
love of fixed wing aircraft working 
for Dan Air at Lasham.

See www.probusbasingstoke.club
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The Priory Primary School
The Priory Primary School is currently interested in recruiting school  

governors from the community. This is a great opportunity to get involved with a 
successful and happy school, and make a difference in your community.

We have an Open Day coming up on 16th October, so if you’d like to see the school in all its glory for 
your child to start in our Reception 2025 intake, please contact us to reserve a place. 

We currently have spaces in our Year 3 and Year 6 classes, so if you are interested in your children coming to The 
Priory, please give us a call on 01256 850062 or email office@priory.hants.sch.uk to arrange a visit. 

Extra curricular opportunities at The Priory

We are very proud of the curriculum we offer at 
The Priory Primary School in Pamber End. Beyond 
this, we also offer a range of extra curricular clubs 
and learning opportunities for our pupils led by our 
teachers and external coaches and specialist teachers. 

Our clubs range from extra languages, through 
woodwork, to a whole range of sporting clubs  
(even Quidditch!!).

Global Citizens at The Priory

Recently The Priory Primary School enjoyed International 
Week. This is an important event in the Priory curriculum 
and calendar as it helps the children to develop not just 
knowledge and skills, but important attitudes about being 
a global citizen. The children celebrated differences and 
similarities between countries across the world and travelled 
around the world to get the learning passports stamped at 
the end of the week!
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To advertise in 

CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215    07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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To advertise in 

CALL Emma Foreman

01256 889215    07747 015494
emma@thehaye.co.uk
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Women’s Fellowship

Our Women’s Fellowship meeting 
this month was held on Tuesday, 3rd 
September and we were joined by 
Stephen Reid who was leader of the 
Basingstoke & Dean Borough Council 
in the early 1990s. 

In June 1991, he was summoned to see 
David Pitt, the chief financial officer and 
told that they had received a substantial 
bonus from the Government of £6.5 m. 
There had been talk in the past of the 
need for a civic hall but the money had 
never been available. Perhaps this was 
now the time. Stephen’s mother had 

been a concert pianist and so he was 
keen to incorporate excellent acoustics.
An architect was found to see if the 
money available would be sufficient. 
Renton, Howard, Wood, Levin were 
so excited by this prospect that they 
produced designs and a 3D model but 
with a price tag of £11m. David Pitt 
was confident that they could find 
the money. Stephen gained support 
from his own councillors and the 
local MP although advised that it 
was an enormous risk for a small 
council which had always had a good 
reputation. Stephen decided he would 
take the risk. He had confidence in the 
council management and in June 1992, 
after lots of publicity, much negative, 
the full council passed the resolution 
to progress.
Stephen wanted a building that would 
be distinctive in design, and easily 
recognised by anyone looking for it. 
Acoustics were so important too. There 
are actually two buildings, a separate 

one to contain all the equipment needed 
to run the building so no vibrations 
were felt in the auditorium and the other 
double skinned to keep out the sound 
of trains, cars but mostly the bells of St 
Michael’s Church.
This civic hall had to have a name and 
The Anvil was chosen as a forge had once 
been on the site and also because of its 
shape.  The project was finally completed 
and the keys handed over in April 1994, 
only two years and 10 months after his 
first meeting with David Pitt. The final 
cost was £12.4m and Stephen was told 
that it was worth double.

The Anvil now has an amazing 
reputation with audiences and 
musicians alike and how lucky are we 
to have this fabulous venue on our 
doorstep and what an achievement for 
Stephen’s time on the council. 

A fascinating talk which we all so 
enjoyed before sampling the delights of 
a harvest tea

Preloved Clothes and 
Accessory Sale

In aid of

Saturday, 23rd November 2024, 2pm
Sherborne St John Village Hall

Need to declutter? 
Please donate any clothes 

and accessories 
 - in very good condition -  

to this worthy local charity

Contact: Julie 07703 720961

Macmillan 
Coffee Morning

Sherborne St John Village Hall
7th October, 2024

9am to 12noon
Cakes, Tea and Coffee

All donations warmly welcome  
be it monetary, cake, loaves  

or cupcakes.
A great event for a very worthy 

cause that touches us all.
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Sherborne St John Primary School           
We are well and truly back into the 
swing of the new school year and it 
has been busy! Our Class 4 children 
have started their swimming lessons. 
Year 6 have already completed their 
Bikeability lessons which prepare them 
for cycling safely on the local roads. 
Class 3 have been to QMC for their 
annual science workshops and they’re 
also off on a day trip to Stubbington in 
the first week of October.

During the month of October, we look 
out for the good conkers beginning to 

drop and we will soon be holding our 
annual conker tournament which is a 
highlight of this term. All the children 
take part with their classes during the 
week and we come together at the end 
for a very exciting conker final! 

We are all looking forward to another 
School Association Quiz night in 
conjunction with the Social Club. The 
last quiz night was a huge community 
success so we’d love to see you there on 
Friday 11th October. 

Tours for prospective parents are now 
underway. Please visit our website for 
more information or contact the school 
office to arrange a tour with our Year 6 
ambassadors. We are looking forward 
to meeting you and showing you how 
great our school and children are! 

Sherbert 

SSJ School Villager Correspondent

Where am I?
The Village School at 
Portwenn (aka Port Isaac, 
Cornwall) the location 
for Doc Martin and also 
the 2 films about the 
Fisherman’s Friends.

Basing Singers and Basingstoke Concert Band
present

‘An Evening at the Musicals’
Date and time:  Saturday 12 October 2024 at 7.30pm

Venue: Old Basing Village Hall RG24 7DA

Join us for a delightful evening filled with musical performances by 
the talented Basing Singers and Basingstoke Concert Band.

Adults: £12  Children: U16 £1

Tickets available from: Mike 07702 883117
& online https://basingsingers.org.uk/ourevents/

A night of classic show tunes and musical favourites awaits!
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BEAUTY THERAPIST  Based in my 
professional, relaxing home based salon 
in Pamber Heath.  Treatments offered - 
Gelish Nails, Pedicures, Waxing, Eve Taylor 
Aromatherapy Facials, Lash Lift, Massage, Indian 
Head Massage and Reflexology.  Strict hygiene 
/ cleaning and COVID safe procedures in place.  
Please call or text Amey on 07729421869

THE BASINGSTOKE ARTISAN 
HANDYMAN  Local, trustworthy and reliable. 
A skilled Handyman who can also add a bespoke 
flavour to your projects. Any size job considered, 
quick and simple to complex.  
www.thebartyman.co.uk  07827 216806

HELEN’S HOUNDS AND MORE   Dog Sitting 
(day and overnight), walking and pop- in visits. 
Cat and small pet visits. I’m fully insured, DBS 
checked and Dog First Aid trained. I have 
existing clients in SSJ and can provide references 
if required.  
Email: helenshoundsandmore@gmail.com 
Mobile: 07930870249

Small Ads
Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494  
or emma@thehaye.co.uk
-	 The advertising rate is £6 per month or £8 for a box entry. Cheques to be made payable to ‘The Villager’. 
- 	Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type. 
-	 For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE. Electrical. Plumbing. 
Capentry or Decorationg. For a quotation, please 
phone 01256 780460 or 07989 940210.

PILLS ARE NOT THE ONLY ANSWER 
Hypnotherapy can bring rapid relief from 
depression and other emotional problems. Local 
practitioner, qualified with 14 years experience. 
Will give free initial consultation. Phone Derek 
Joseph on 01256 850653

DRUM TUITION. Professional musician with 
over 24 years experience. Teaching all aspects of 
drumming from counting, reading, playing to 
tracks, and technique etc. All ages and abilities 
welcome from total beginners to advanced. For 
more info please contact John Lezana on  
07947 728 686  www.johnlezana.com

PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND 
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB 
checked teachers. All ages and stages, including 
preparation for examinations (CE, GCSE, 
IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation and 
primary/nursery language clubs Daytime 
or evenings, at home, work or school. Call 
Samantha Cruickshank (Language 
Services Specialists) on: 07944 820284 or 
email: scruickshanktutor@yahoo.co.uk

ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge 
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, tree 
work, gravel drives etc. Please call  
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or 
07904 440468

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and 
affordable services. Experienced, easy going local 
lady, who checks every corner. Ironing services 
also available. References available upon request. 
Email: mariacleaning@live.co.uk,  
tel. 07933316989

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES  River K Solutions 
Ltd, for all your bookkeeping needs. Please 
contact us on 07402173137 for free initial 
consultation or check our website  
www.riverksolutions.co.uk

REGISTERED CHILDMINDER based in 
Sherborne St John will have full/part time 
spaces available from July.  Also collecting from 
Sherborne St John school in September.  For 
more information call: 01256 851249

HOME & OFFICE MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES All types of installation and 
maintenance works including electrical, 
plumbing, IT networks, access/security/alarm/ 
attendance systems, carpentry and decorating. 
Cleaning services, secure disposal of office 
document waste. Please call Adam on  
07511 495052. Visa, Master Card, Amex.

CHEEKY PAWS AND CLAWS Established, 
experienced dog walker. Home visits for all pets.  
Pet sitting. Equestrian/hoofed animals. Fully 
insured. 20 years as a zoo keeper. 
http:/www.facebook.com/cheeky.paws.claws 
email:  kbeeson1@btinternet.com 
07752 414821 (text only)

PROFESSIONAL FOOT CARE IN THE 
COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME Fay 
Curtis (MCFHP. MAFHP) fully qualified Foot 
Health Practitioner offers a range of foot services 
including: Toenail cutting, Nail condition 
treatments, Corn removal, Callus reduction, Dry 
and cracked heel remedies, Verruca treatment 
and Diabetic foot care.  To book an appointment 
call Fay on 07780 664410

JON’S GARDENING & HANDYMAN 
SERVICES  Regular garden maintenance & one 
off jobs. Fencing, Hedges, Pruning, General tidy 
ups and home maintenance. For sensible rates 
and a friendly service please call 07488 347493.

To book a classified advert for the Villager, 
register with this website. Then search 
for The Villager using any of the searches 
allowed. There is no online payment – 
you can pay by cheque at the end of the 
booking process as normal. Once monies 
are received you will be able to access 
receipts and check your booking history 
from this site.

ONLINE BOOKINGS
All classified adverts can now be 
booked on the website:  
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk
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PLEASE NOTIFY THE EDITOR OF ANY ALTERATIONS OR CHANGES TO THIS LIST.
THIS IS THE ONLY WAY OF ENSURING THAT THE DETAILS ARE CORRECT

CHURCH OF ENGLAND - SWP Parish	 Revd Stewart Deering 	 Mob: 07359 717577      Tel: 01256 647900
				    stewart.deering@sherborneswithpamber.org
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH	 The Presbytery, Popley Way, Basingstoke	 819722
BASINGSTOKE COMMUNITY CHURCH	 Sarum Hill Centre, Basingstoke	  316000
CLERKS TO PARISH COUNCILS
	 SSJ           		  clerk@sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk	 07714 770940
	 MS            Mrs Cally Morris 	 clerk@monksherborne-pc.gov.uk	 07721 076186
	 Pamber     Chris Gunnell	 clerk@pamber-pc.gov.uk	 07942 637210
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for SSJ	 David McIntyre	 Cllr.David.McIntyre@basingstoke.gov.uk
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for Pamber	 Androulla Johnstone	 Cllr.Androulla.Johnstone@basingstoke.gov.uk
BASINGSTOKE & DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL	 Civic Offices, London Road, Basingstoke	 844844
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL	 The Castle, Winchester	 01962 841841
HAMPSHIRE POLICE		  Non-emergency	 101 or 01962 841534
			   www.hampshire.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime
PC 23888  Simon Denton		 simon.denton.23888@hampshire.police.uk            	   07469562503
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH	 ted_wilkinson@btinternet.com                                   	 01256 850891
NEAREST JOB CENTRE		 https://www.jobcentrejobs.co.uk
LOCAL GROUPS
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP	 Mrs Loraine Brown, (Secretary)	 01256 590359
RAINBOWS			  Caroline Givan: caroline.givan@gmail.com
BROWNIES			   TramayneHenwood - ssjbrownies@outlook.com	 422083 
GUIDES			   Sam Hazlewood - ssjguides@yahoo.com	 880132
CUBS			   Ms Trish Field	 01420 544904
Little Acorns, Bumps/Babes/Toddlers in SSJ	 Mrs Liz Gwynn	 07770 373282
SSJ SOCIAL CLUB			   850303
SSJ HISTORY SOCIETY		 Mrs Jane Shelvey	  jshelvey@lillydown.net
TENNIS CLUB		  Paul & Maria Saunders	 850430
SSJ RETIREMENT COFFEE MORNING	 Mrs Margaret Cramer	 850390
SUMMIT JUDO CLUB		  Mr Len Dunce	 07860 435 831
			   or Mr Paul Hamilton	 07917 005862
YOGA in SSJ Village Hall	 Mrs Jacqui Morris	 881336
SHORT MAT INDOORS BOWLS CLUB	 Mr Les Bone	 850973
FOOTBALL CLUB		  Mr Terry Buller       tel.buller@gmail.com	 07584 169241
PICCOLO PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY	 Claudia or Jane        info@piccolopsn.com	 07528 726248	
			                                      www.piccolopsn.com 
THE VYNE HOUSE (National Trust)	 Mr Stuart Maughan	 01256 883858
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING	 Mrs J. Hughes          email: tadleysd@gmail.com
BALLET at SSJ Village Hall	 Jenni Stafford	 jenni@jsba.uk
VENUE BOOKINGS:	
St Stephen’s Hall	 Doreen Quilter		   07854 280343
MS Village Hall		  enquiries@monksherbornevillagehall.org.uk	 07759 064220
SSJ Village Hall	 Shawna Campbell	 ssjhallbookings@yahoo.com	 07526 954835 
The Chute Pavilion	 Terry Buller	 tel.buller@gmail.com	 07584 169241 
Royal British Legion	 John Delafield	 johndelafield66@gmail.com
HEALTH CARE
NORTH HANTS HOSPITALS NHS TRUST		  473202
HANTSDOC			   01189 365592
BRAMBLYS GRANGE			   467778
CHINEHAM SURGERY			  479244
CROWN HEIGHTS MEDICAL CENTRE		  329021
CLIFT SURGERY, BRAMLEY		  881228
HOLMWOOD, TADLEY		  01189 814166
ROOKSDOWN SURGERY		  399710
MORELAND SURGERY			  0118 9816661
EDUCATION
THE PRIORY PRIMARY ACADEMY TRUST	 Mr Matt Walsh  (Head teacher)	 850062
SSJ PRIMARY SCHOOL		 Ms Sarah Jolliffe  (Head teacher)	 850180
ST BEDE’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL	 Mr Jamie Carroll	 473379
PUBLIC SERVICES
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU		  0808 2787829
BRITISH RAIL NATIONAL ENQUIRIES		  0345 484950
BUS STATION (STAGECOACH)		  0871 121 0190
LIBRARIES			   Basingstoke Town Centre	 473901
			   Chineham Library	 465643
			   Tadley Library	 0300 555 1387
DIAL-A-RIDE		  Monday-Friday 8.30-12.00 am and 2.00-4.15 pm 	 01256 462101
If we have omitted any organisations, and/or their contact details, we apologise and would welcome any information to keep 
this list up to date and relevant
	 Julie Crawley	 villagermagazine@gmail.com	 07703 720961

Contacts
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