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Editor’s Note
“Ne’er cast a clout ‘til May be out”
An old English saying: Clout is from an Old English word 
for cloth or clothing, and the saying was a reminder not 
to be too quick to shuck/remove  your winter woollies 
before the chilly days of May were over.
Another thought was that it referred to the May blossom 
on the hawthorn hedges.  This year the blossom was out 
very early in April down Church Path in SSJ.
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Contact us at villagermagazine@gmail.com

Whilst we are happy to publish items and opinions in this magazine it 
should be noted that the views expressed by the contributors are not 
necessarily endorsed by the Editorial team. 

Readers should also make their own enquiries about, and assessment of, 
claims and services made by advertisers in this magazine.
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Allotment News – May 2026

Apple and pear blossom
Cordons are a good way to save space 
when growing different types of apple 
and pear trees
Primary School Project
We are making progress with clearing an 
allotment plot for use by Sherborne St. 
John Primary School, and we hope to be 
working with the School very soon.
Another allotment plot may be coming 
vacant soon.  If you want to go on the 
allotment waiting list please contact the 
warden:
Mike Greaves 
mikegreaves@co-hort.co.uk
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Prodigal Generosity
Shrinkflation, parking meters popping up where they 
never used to be, airlines even teasing customers about 
introducing charges for in-flight toilet use(!) — it can 
sometimes feel as though we’re living in a world that is 
becoming less and less generous.

Our instinctive response is often to tighten our grip. When 
resources (financial or otherwise) feel under constant 
pressure, we guard them more closely. And yet, there is 
another response, glimpsed in small but powerful ways 
across our community: a passer-by dropping an item 
into the foodbank collection in the church porch, a child 
sharing a toy unprompted at the toddler group, a passenger 
giving up their seat on the bus. These moments may seem 
ordinary, but they remind us how transformative even the 
simplest act of generosity can be, for both the one who 
receives and the one who gives.

Generosity is one of our core values as a church, and this 
month we’ll be exploring together what it might mean to 
live generously, even in a world that can feel increasingly 
tight-fisted. To do that, we look beyond our circumstances 
to the character of God, and to the Bible’s bold claim that 
his generosity towards us knows no limits.

We see this most vividly in one of Jesus’ best-known 
stories, often called the prodigal son. As Tim Keller 
highlights in The Prodigal God, the true prodigal — the 
truly extravagant one — is not the son, but the father, who 
“squanders” his love by welcoming his wayward child home 
with gifts, dignity, and a feast.

Jesus’ story shows us that God’s generosity is not earned. 
It does not wait for worthiness, ration forgiveness, or hold 
back love. It runs, it embraces, it restores, it celebrates. And 
it is offered to each one of us in the most generous gift of all 
— God’s own Son, Jesus.

Wherever we find ourselves in that story, close to home 
or a long way off, the invitation is open. To receive that 
generosity for ourselves, and then, step by step, to begin 
reflecting it in our own lives.

If you’d like to explore that with us, you would be very 
welcome to join us at any of our services or events. You’ll find 
the details on the next page, and we’d love to see you there.

Rev. Stewart Deering
stewart.deering@sherborneswithpamber.org
07359 717577 
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May 2026
1	 Sherborne St John Social Club, Jake & Jay Hog, 01256 850303	 7.30pm
1	 Monk Sherborne Village Night, Monk Sherborne Village Hall	 6.00pm – 8.00pm
3	 Sherbornes with Pamber Churches, Family Walk starting from the Rectory, SSJ	 3.00pm – 4.30pm
4	 SSJ Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00am – 12.00
5	 Women’s Fellowship, Ghosts, Royals and Ferrymen - Plant & Produce Stall.	 2.00pm
8	 Men’s Quiz Evening, Sherbornes with Pamber, SSJ Social Club       Free admission 
	 Teams of 6 or join others.  Contact:  admin@sherborneswithpamber.org	 7pm
10	 Sherbornes with Pamber:  Families at 4,   St Andrews Church	 4 – 5pm
10	 B/s & Deane Rotary Fundraising, Basingstoke Festival of Transport	 11.00am – 4.00pm
11	 Knit & Knatter Craft Group, SSJ Village Hall, tea/coffee available	 1.00pm – 3.00pm
16	 Sherborne St John Social Club, Charity Casino Night, 01256 850303	 7.30pm
18	 SSJ Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00am – 12.00
18	 Monk Sherborne Coffee Morning, Monk Sherborne Village Hall	 10.45am – 12.00
23	 Sherborne St John VILLAGE MARKET, SSJ Village Hall	 12.00am  - 3.00pm
25	 Knit & Knatter Craft Group, SSJ Village Hall, tea/coffee availale	 1.00pm – 3.00pm
27	 Board Games at The Swan - Eat @ 12pm, Play @ 1pm	 12pm
27	 Chris & Friends Jazz Evening,  SSJ Social Club	 8pm
30	 Sherborne St John Social Club, Skittles Night, 01256 850303	 7.30pm

June 2026
1	 SSJ Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00am – 12.00
2 	 Women’s Fellowship, A Wander Without Wellies	 2.00pm
5	 Monk Sherborne Village Night, Monk Sherborne Village Hall	 6.00pm – 8.00pm
6	 SSJ Primary School Summer Fayre	 12.00am – 2.00pm
6	 SSJ Social Club,   Ben and Bryony Music  Quiz.  Tickets online @SSJSOCIALCLUB.COM	 7.30pm
8	 Monk Sherborne Coffee Morning, Monk Sherborne Village Hall	 10.45am – 12.00
8	 Knit & Knatter Craft Group, SSJ Village Hall, tea/coffee available	 1.00pm – 3.00pm
14	 Sherbornes with Pamber:  Families at  4,   St Andrews Church	 4 – 5pm
15	 SSJ Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00am – 12.00
20	 Musical Event, St Andrew’s Church.   More details next month.   All welcome	 TBC
22	 Knit & Knatter Craft Group, SSJ Village Hall, tea/coffee available	 1.00pm – 3.00pm
24	 Board Games at The Swan - Eat @ 12pm, Play @ 1pm	 12pm
24	 Chris & Friends Jazz Evening, SSJ Social Club	 8pm
25	 Royal British Legion Summer Lunch, Sherfield on Lodden Village Hall	 12.30pm
27	 Sherborne St John VILLAGE MARKET, SSJ Village Hall	 12.00am  - 3.00pm
27	 SSJ Social Club, Robbie Williams Tribute   Tickets online @SSJSOCIALCLUB.COM	 8.30pm
29	 SSJ Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00am – 12.00

July 2026
3	 Monk Sherborne Village Night, Monk Sherborne Village Hall	 6.00pm – 8.00pm
4	 SSJ Social Club, Dolly Parton Tribute   Tickets online @SSJSOCIALCLUB.COM	 8.30pm
6	 Knit & Knatter Craft Group, SSJ Village Hall, tea/coffee available	 1.00pm – 3.00pm
7	 Women’s Fellowship, OUTING	
11	 SSJ Social Club, Ryan Upton/Solo Artist      Tickets online @SSJSOCIALCLUB.COM	 8.30pm
12	 Sherbornes with Pamber:  Families at  4,   St Andrews Church	 4 – 5pm
13	 SSJ Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00am – 12.00
13	 Monk Sherborne Coffee Morning, Monk Sherborne Village Hall	 10.45am – 12.00
20	 Knit & Knatter Craft Group, SSJ Village Hall, tea/coffee available	 1.00pm – 3.00pm
22	 Chris & Friends Jazz Evening, SSJ Social Club	 8pm
25	 Sherborne St John VILLAGE MARKET, SSJ Village Hall	 12.00am  - 3.00pm
25	 Sherborne St John Social Club, Skittles Night, 01256 850303	 7.30pm
27	 SSJ Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00am – 12.00
29	 Board Games at The Swan - Eat @ 12pm, Play @ 1pm	 12pm >

Notify Claiming Dates to Lindsay Berry on lindsayberry0@gmail.com or message on 07775 800955

Claiming DatesSSJ Parish Council
Council elections
May is here already and the local elections are on the 7th 
May 2026.  We have a vacancy for our Ward of Sherborne St 
John at Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council. Please use 
your vote, it gives you a chance to have a voice on your local 
council.
Parish council drop in session – coffee morning
Our next drop in session at the coffee morning- Village Hall, 
is on the Monday 4th May 2026, 1st June 2026, and 4th July 
2026, 10.00 am till 12.00pm
Come along and have a chat with us and the councilors.
The Chute playground
It has been noted that the playground at the Chute has been 
installed, but still fenced off.  It is unfortunately that the 
Parish Council has been let down by our contractor, who 
is no longer trading and leaving us with a safety issues.  We 
therefore have been advised that the playground cannot be 
opened until the surface is replaced, this will be at the Parish 
Council’s additional cost.  We are doing our best to resolve 
the issue and would like to thank you for your patience.
Please note that we have put up signs informing you that the 
playground is not safe and must not be entered.  
The Parish Council will keep you informed of progress and 
hopefully we will be able to all enjoy a wonderful playground 
this summer.

CCTV & car park at the Chute Pavilion
The Parish Council are still in negotiations for the installation 
of CCTV and lights to improve the safety of the Chute 
Pavilion car park. The clothes collection bins are being looked 
at and maybe moved to create more parking space.  Further 
information to follow.
Our village
Your council continue to maintain our village, making sure it 
is kept clear of rubbish and pathways kept clear of greenary.  
Please let us know of any paths which are in need of clearing.
The littler bins at Cranefield playground are still locked 
and awaiting Basingstoke & Deane to have them adopted 
from Wickstead (Playground installion company) and keys 
made available.  
The village map is still in repair and hopefully will soon be 
replaced. New Parish Council Notice Boards at the Village 
Hall, and at the path of the church will be replaced in the next 
few months.
Improvements and maintenance of the Chute Pavillion is 
currently been arranged.
First aid/CPR awareness course
A first aid/CPR Awareness course was held at the Village Hall 
by St John’s Ambulance, on the 18th April 2026 it was well 
attended and very informative.  We will consider holding 
another one in the future
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News from Pamber and Little London
Hello everyone,
A  more serious approach to the Pambers and Little 
London contribution this month for which I am 
indebted to Simon Greaves, Chairman of the Pamber 
Parish Council.  
Simon reminds us that the Parish Council meetings 
are open to the public and you have the opportunity 
to raise concerns that affect the parish. Meetings are 
held on the second Monday of every month, except 
August, at 7.30pm, alternating between St Stephens 
Hall, Little London and The Memorial Hall Pamber 
Heath, where the April meeting will be held. It was 
announced at the meeting that a new Clerk has been 
recruited to take over from the present Clerk, C 
Gunnell,  who retires in April. More information will 
be given shortly.
Planning and traffic volume and speed were 
important items on the agenda at the latest meeting.

Planning
There is still concern among the councillors regarding 
Central Government’s plans to overhaul the planning 
process through changes to the NPPF. We have 
strongly objected to the changes that will weaken the 
enforcement of local policies which take into account 
local needs and issues in favour of a more generalised 
approach of simple, fit-all policies. This is a top-down 
approach where a grass roots bottom-up approach is 
needed. 
To continue with planning news, we have objected 
to the recent planning applications in and around 
Ramsdell Road. They would erode yet more green 
land changing the character of the area. The full 
reasons for objecting can be viewed on the BDBC 
planning web pages.

Traffic
The speed and volume of traffic through the parish 
has been a concern for many years. We have tried 
on numerous occasions to address the problems, but 
have yet to find solutions that are acceptable to HCC 
or the police. However, we will not let up in this 
task, and to this end we are requesting assistance 
from the Safer Road Unit of Hampshire Police Force 
for their input.
And a reminder from me:  our jolly bunch of Speed-
Watch enthusiasts is always happy to welcome more 
volunteers who would like to point a speed gun at a 
numberplate or, more prosaically, jot it down on a 
clip board; any volunteers, please contact me.
Until next time,

B 🐝 bdownes.villager@gmail.com

Monk Sherborne Parish Council –  
Annual Parish Assembly
Residents are warmly invited to attend the Annual 
Parish Assembly of Monk Sherborne Parish Council, 
which will take place on Wednesday 13th May at 
7.15pm at Monk Sherborne Village Hall.

The Annual Parish Assembly is an opportunity for the 
community to come together, hear about the work 
of the Parish Council over the past year, and discuss 
matters of local interest. It is a chance for residents 

to raise questions, share views, and engage with 
councillors on issues affecting the village.
The Parish Council’s full council meeting will follow 
immediately after the Assembly.
All are welcome to attend, and the Parish Council 
encourages residents to come along and take part in this 
important annual event.
Clerk to Monk Sherborne Parish Council: 07721 076186

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sherborne St. John Parish Council  
Drop In Clinic 

At 

Sherborne St John Village Hall 

First Monday of the Month 

10.00am till 12.00 

Parish Clerks; Rosie Burton & Alison Heward 

An opportunity to meet your local Parish Council and ask questions 

Sherborne St. John Parish Council 
Drop In Clinic

At
Sherborne St John Village Hall

Monday Morning at Coffee Morning 
10.00am till 12.00

4th MAY 2026, 1ST JUNE 2026, and 6th JULY 2026

Parish Clerks; Rosie Burton (RFO) & Alison Heward

An opportunity to meet your local Parish 
Council and ask questions

Driver Skills 60+ Scheme 
Hampshire County Council (HCC) operate a driving 
appraisal scheme for Hampshire residents called the 
‘Driver Skills Scheme 60+’.
The appraisal takes place from the person’s home using 
their own car and is delivered by specially selected and 
trained Driving Standards Agency (DSA) Approved 
Driving Instructors (ADI) who have a good understanding 
of the needs of experienced drivers.

Women’s Fellowship
The April meeting 
included a talk by retired 
Police Officer Jackie 
Dimmock, who gave 
a scintillating account 
of her experiences 
in Hampshire 
Constabulary from 1982 

to almost 2012.  The title of her talk was The Good, 
The Bad and the Downright Funny, and she included 
examples of all three.

One of her emphases was how the police force has 
changed over the years, with some rules and regulations 
seeming to be from the Dark Ages.

There were two criteria for retirement, you had to 
have given thirty years’ service, or be 55 years old.  
Jackie’s birthday, in December, fell one day out of 
line with her boss telling her it was only 7pm and she 
couldn’t retire yet, but she managed to retire on the 
4th December 2011.

Jackie’s stories going back forty four years were of 
hardship, which thankfully are very different nowadays.   
Shift work was seven nights on with two days off, one of 
which was spent sleeping.  Dealing with people ranging 
from vulnerable to violent and volatile had its moments.  
Fifteen police officers died in Hampshire whilst on duty 
between 1982 and 2011.

A vital part of the police officer’s role was, and is, 
building relationships with colleagues.  If an officer was 
in a potentially difficult or dangerous situation while on 
duty they needed to call in for assistance and know that 
a colleague would be there within minutes to assist.  

Training was basic.  How to carry out an arm lock, how 
to use handcuffs, different to the ones used now, how to 
caution, basic Red Cross first aid and basic life-saving, 
to include learning to swim if necessry.  At the end of 
their three month training they were told where they 

would be sent, and it would be as far from home as 
possible.  Jackie’s home was in Fleet and she was sent  to 
the Isle of Wight.

Truncheons were an issue, men 
were given one, and female 
officers were supplied with a 
handbag.  (This was the mid 
80’s) and every item required 
had to fit inside.  Hence no 
truncheon, though they are 
now telescopic, and she was 
issued with a torch.

Uniform was also an issue.  The hat - hardly protective 
- had to be folded to fit in her handbag.  Following this 
hat came the bowler, slightly harder, but if running or 
bending down were involved the bowler instantly fell to 
the ground.   The supplied chin-strap was not used as 
wearing it apparently upset the general public.

Then came the skirt - trousers not allowed - which 
was straight, no hint of an A-line, which was lined 
with non-fire-retardent which in the case of a fire 
would have to be ripped out.  The straight skirt was 
no match for running and had to be hunched rather 
high up to facilitate.  The equipment attached to the 
belt weighed 28lbs, which after a 12 hour shift was 
unacceptably heavy.

On a positive end to her talk, Jackie said she was proud 
to be invited by the Isle of Wight Lifeboat crew to join 
in a training exercise, when she was winched onto a 
helicopter, and was a great experience.  Their friendship 
was much appreciated.

Jackie was thanked by Julie Crawley for her often 
hilarious talk, and Part 2 has already been booked  
for 2027.

The next meeting on the 5th May will include a Plant 
and Produce stall.



10 11ISO 9001:2008 ISO 14001:2004 (BS) OHSAS 18001:2007Supplier No. 060712Certificate No. 24128

Foremost
Tree Surgeons Ltd 

Private & Domestic Enquiries
Tree Felling, Tree Pruning, Stump Grinding, Tree Thinning, 
Tree Reduction, Landscaping and Fencing

Commercial Enquiries
Site Clearance, Developers, Electricity Board Approved, Council Approved

Other Services
Tree Surveys, Tree Reports, Tree Inspections, Technical Plans Provided, 
Logs and Chipping Supplied

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
FULL EMPLOYERS LIABILITY / £10 MILLION COVER
NCH. ARB & Nptc TRAINED STAFF

Call today on: 01256 814602
Greenacres Nursery, Aldermaston Road, Pamber Green, Tadley, Hants, RG26 3AF

www.foremosttreesurgeons.co.ukinfo@foremosttreesurgeons.co.uk

Licence No: 2063

CALL FOR 

YOUR FREE

ESTIM
ATEFOR ALL YOUR SWIMMING POOL 

REQUIREMENTS

Design and Build New Liner and 
Concrete Pools
 Renovation and Repair
 Service and Maintenance
 Auto Covers and Cleaners
 Chemicals and Accessories

Harlequin Swimming Pools Ltd

01962 774004

sales@harlequinpools.co.uk
www.harlequinpools.co.uk Reliable, personal service since 1973

11

WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk  
 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED

WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 
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Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Garden Furniture  Outdoor Living  BBQs 
Birdcare  Plants  Bedding  Seeds  Compost 

Pots  Hanging Baskets  Tools  Fencing
Sheds  Garden Gift Vouchers  Co�ee Shop

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook

Preparing for the Future of Local Government
This month I wanted to 
focus on an issue that may 
feel a little more “behind 
the scenes”, but is hugely 
important for the future 
of our area — the work 
underway to create a new 
North Hampshire Unitary 
Council.

Across Hampshire, 
councils are now working 
together to prepare for a 

major change in how local government is organised. 
This includes both Hampshire County Council and 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council, alongside 
neighbouring authorities. The aim is to bring services 
together into a single unitary council for North 
Hampshire, with the first elections expected in May 
2027.

While that may sound some way off, a huge amount 
of detailed work is already taking place now to make 
sure the transition is done properly.

This matters because councils deliver some of 
the most important services people rely on — 
particularly for our most vulnerable residents. That 
includes adult social care for older people, support for 
children in care, and services for those with special 
educational needs and disabilities. These are complex, 
sensitive services that must continue seamlessly, with 
no disruption.

At the same time, there is a need to bring together 
how we plan for the future of the area — from 

housing and infrastructure to economic growth and 
jobs. A new unitary council creates an opportunity 
to better align these priorities across a wider area, 
but only if the groundwork is done carefully and 
thoughtfully.

That is why officers and councillors are working 
through everything from budgets and staffing to 
service design and governance, making sure that on 
day one the new council is ready to deliver.

It may not always be visible, but this preparation 
is essential. Getting it right will help ensure that 
vital services are protected, local accountability is 
maintained, and our area is well placed to meet the 
challenges ahead.

As always, I will continue to keep a close eye on 
this work and make sure the interests of our local 
communities are fully represented as plans develop.

Simon Minas-Bound
Sherborne St John & Rooksdown Ward
Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council
07879 477696          @SimonBound
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News from Clift Surgery and the PPG
Clift Surgery is updating how it communicates with 
patients
Our communication system has recently been 
improved. Reception, GPs, nurses and the dispensary 
team can now send updates by email.
Please remember to check both your email inbox 
and your NHS App if you are expecting a message 
from the surgery, including notifications when your 
prescription is ready to collect. It is important to switch 
on notifications for the NHS App so you don’t miss 
anything.
From now on, email will be our main method of 
contacting you via Accurx.If you have a preferred way 
of receiving messages, please let a member of staff know.
If you would prefer to continue receiving text messages 
when your medication is ready, please speak to a 
member of staff about signing up for the Pharmabox. 
This provides a quick and convenient way to collect 
your medication during and outside of surgery hours.

The NHS App
The NHS App is an important tool for patients. It allows 
you to:
•	 request repeat prescriptions
•	 view your medical records
•	 read letters and documents from the surgery
The App can be used on a smartphone, tablet or 
computer. It is simple to set up and easy to use.

If you would like help getting started, the PPG offers 
support. Our recent open morning was very successful, 
and more sessions are planned.
If you would like assistance, please email ppgclift@
gmail.com

Dispensary News
The dispensary remains an essential service for patients 
who live within the NHS defined distance of 1.6km 
from a pharmacy. Please remember:
•	 The dispensary is linked directly to your medical 

records
•	 You can speak to someone in person during opening 

hours
•	 Urgent medication can be dispensed following a 

consultation
•	 There is no reliance on postal services
•	 The Pharmabox allows 24 hour collection once you 

are signed up

New Website
The PPG is trialling a new website to widen 
communication, especially for those who do not use 
social media.
A downloadable newsletter is also available on the 
site. Printed copies can be collected from Clift Surgery 
reception for anyone without internet access.Visit: 
www.ppgclift.org.uk

SSJ Primary School
It has been a whirlwind of activity lately at Sherborne 
St John School, where community spirit and seasonal 
celebrations have taken centre stage. From major site 
improvements to bursts of creative flair, our pupils and 
staff have plenty to smile about as we head into the 
warmer months.

The area outside Class 1 has undergone a fantastic 
transformation, thanks to an incredible collaborative 
effort from several local businesses. The removal 
of the old tree and the professional finishing of the 
surrounding grounds have created a much-improved 
space for our learners.

This project wouldn’t have been possible without the 
generous “heavy lifting” provided by our local partners. 
A huge “thank you” goes out to:

•	 Foremost Tree Surgeons: For getting the ball rolling 
and expertly removing the tree.

•	 M Group: For their vital role in coordinating the 
project and managing waste disposal.

•	 Pavenet: For the hard work of excavation and laying 
the essential sub-base.

•	 Tarmac: For providing and applying the smooth, final 
layer of asphalt.

•	 Chapter 8: For managing the lane closure to keep 
both the public and the workforce safe.

•	 OCL Regeneration: For their generous donation of 18 
tonnes of recycled CRBM material for the sub-base.

Creativity reached new heights during our annual 
Easter Hat Parade. The playground was a sea of colour, 
glitter, and gravity-defying designs. From traditional 
spring chicks to some truly avant-garde “egg-centric” 
masterpieces; the effort put in by the children (and their 
helpful assistants at home!) was wonderful to see. It 

was a “huge hit” and a 
perfect way to celebrate 
the end of the term.

With the sun starting 
to peek through, we 
are gearing up for a 
busy Summer Term. 
Our calendar is already 
filling up with the 
highlights of the school 
year, including: Sports 
Days: Preparing for 
healthy competition and 
teamwork on the field. 
Swimming: Making a 
splash as we get back into the water. Production Plans: 
Rehearsals will soon be underway for our upcoming 
performances.

We are looking forward to a term filled with sunshine, 
learning and plenty of outdoor fun. Thank you to 
everyone in the Sherborne St John community for your 
continued support.

Sherbert
SSJ School Villager Correspondent

Beau’s Blog
I went travelling with 
the Boss and the Mrs 
- they have bought 
me a new kennel.  It’s 
white, has wheels and 
can travel wherever I 
want to go.  There is 
room for my bed and 
also one for the Boss 
and Mrs who are lucky 

enough to sleep inside with me.  The Mrs wasn’t sure 
about sharing the sleeping arrangements so made sure 
I had a thorough bath and spruce up beforehand. I was 
indignant about that but by the end of bathtime she was 
as wet as me - so we both had a spruce up! 

We travelled to Wiltshire, stopping alongside a snake of 
a waterway.  It was here I learnt that one is not allowed 
to dive into the canal but must walk sedately alongside 

while viewing all the longboat people who live on it.  The 
Mrs walks me every morning and as each place is new 
there are a myriad of new smells to investigate and new 
people to meet.  

This little walk along a ridge high above the canal was 
littered with many holes which I think were made by 
badgers looking for worms.  Either there was a shortage 
of worms or they were very hungry as the number of 
holes in evidence was phenomenal. The Mrs had to be 
careful not to fall in one - which leads me to my grand 
misdemeanour when I inadvertently tangled my lead 
around her legs and tripped her up.  Boy, was I in the dog 
house for that, especially as her best glasses got broken 
in the process.  I am currently trying very hard to regain 
my position in her best books by being very sweet and 
good but I am not sure it will work until she gets her new 
glasses and can see my exemplary behaviour……

http://beauregardsdogblog.blogspot.com
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01256 688648
 Call Pete to book a FREE survey & quotation

All Seasons
Window Cleaning

Reliably serving the community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 01256 353727
Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
www.facebook.com/allseasonswindowcleaninguk
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buckland.co
info@buckland.co

bui ld  something beaut i ful

Probus: Black Broadcasting – The Secret 
Weapon of WWII                  
Members of the Probus Club of Basingstoke were treated 
to a fascinating slice of little known wartime history when 
speaker Guy Caplin explored the covert world of “black 
broadcasting” during the Second World War.
Most people recognise the chilling call sign “Germany 
calling, Germany calling,” made infamous by William 
Joyce—better known as Lord Haw-Haw—who broadcast 
Nazi propaganda in English from Germany. Joseph 
Goebbels, one of the most senior figures in the Nazi 
Party, understood the power of radio, and his propaganda 
machine was relentless. In response, Winston Churchill 
authorised Britain to develop its own clandestine 
broadcasting operation.
The BBC already produced German language programmes 
but refused to engage in subversive work. As a result, a 
secret unit was formed under the leadership of Dennis 
Sefton Delmer. Born in Berlin to an Australian professor, 
Delmer was fluent in German and had worked as the 
Daily Express newspaper’s foreign correspondent. His 
close contact with rising Nazi figures—including a 
1931 interview with Hitler—made him simultaneously 
suspected by the Germans of being a British spy and by the 
British of being a German one.

Delmer’s acquaintance with Commander Ian Fleming, 
then deputy head of Naval Intelligence and later creator of 
James Bond, likely helped secure his role. Delmer’s mission 
was to broadcast in German, blending accurate news with 
carefully crafted misinformation designed to sow doubt 
and anxiety within the German military.
A Network of Deception
The first of several covert radio stations was established 
at Wavendon Towers near Bletchley Park. These stations 
mimicked genuine German broadcasters with remarkable 
skill, using up to the minute news, recordings of Hitler’s 
speeches, and snippets of local detail supplied by agents to 
create an air of authenticity.
At Fleming’s request, a dedicated station was created 
to target the German navy and U boat crews operating 
in the North Atlantic. Styled after pre war commercial 

stations like Radio Luxembourg, it played popular German 
songs, British orchestras performing German music, and 
American dance band tracks—much to the irritation 
of German authorities but to the delight of listeners. 
Interspersed among the entertainment were subtle pieces 
of misinformation.
One of the British operation’s greatest advantages was 
speed. German broadcasts were slowed by layers of 
internal checks, while British stations could leap ahead, 
airing news before the enemy could. Agents even supplied 
local football results, and a popular presenter known as 
“Vicki” took music requests, further enhancing the illusion 
of legitimacy.
Influencing the Axis
Fleming also oversaw the creation of Radio Livorno, an 
English run but Italian language station. Its propaganda 
proved so persuasive that, fearing the British advance 
through southern Italy, the Italian navy surrendered its 
fleet to the British in Malta.
Another major asset was the Aspidistra transmitter at 
Crowborough in Sussex. Named after the Gracie Fields 
song, it was the most powerful medium wave transmitter 
in the world at 500 kW. Its ability to switch frequencies 
instantly allowed it to replace German stations knocked off 
the air, convincing listeners they were still tuned to their 
local broadcaster.
Unusual Tactics
The British also experimented with more unconventional 
methods. The RAF dropped boxes containing homing 
pigeons and questionnaires, encouraging civilians to send 
back information—though many pigeons, sadly, ended up 
as food during shortages.
A daily newspaper summarising the previous day’s 
broadcasts was also printed and dropped over Germany, 
reinforcing the disinformation campaign and gradually 
eroding public confidence.
After the War
Following Germany’s defeat, Sefton Delmer was sent to 
help rebuild the German newspaper industry. With little 
support, he eventually returned to the Daily Express. In 
recognition of his wartime service, he was awarded the 
OBE in 1945, being described as a section head in the 
Foreign Office.
For more information about the Probus Club of 
Basingstoke, visit www.probusbasingstoke.club or contact 
their secretary on 07814 937202 for an informal chat.
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Our Fundraising Focus 

HAMPSHIRE HOSPITALS 
CHARITY

At The Festival of Transport

CTG MONITORING MACHINES
We launched our fundraising focus for this Rotary year 
in JanuaryThis important project is also the heart of 
our fundraising at the Festival of Transport. Partnering 
with Hampshire Hospitals Charityto buyone or more 
if possible,newCardio Tomography machines(CTG) 
for the Maternity department at Basingstoke Hospital.
They play a vital role in monitoring pregnant women 
and women in labour and the health 
of their unborn child.The current 
machines are outdated and can’t be 
upgraded, so replacing them with 
modern, data‑rich, fully updatable 
equipment will make a real 
difference. These state‑of‑the‑art 
machines will help make childbirth 
safer for local families.We will also 
continue to support other local and 
some international  charites

Become a Friend of Rotary
Have fun volunteering with us and help 

our local community.

WE NEED YOUR HELP ON THE DAY
Please volunteer

 

FESTIVAL of TRANSPORT 2026
May 10th 11.00- 4.00pm

WE’D LOVE YOU TO VOLUNTEER

To be one of the team of almost 100 that help at the 
Festival of Transport - just for a couple of hours, half a 
day or all day- please get in touch with Paul Temple on 
tempaul45@gmail.com. 
You’ll love it!

Basingstoke Deane Rotary is a group of 25 men & women from a wide variety of backgrounds. All live locally in the 
 borough but some commute to work outside Basingstoke. Most joined Rotary to help others less fortunate, and they  

find Basingstoke Deane Rotary adds another extremely enjoyable dimension to their lives. 
If you would like to find out more about how we enjoy ourselves, just tune in to www.rcbd.org.uk to see what we have  

coming up, or contact Alf, alf.mccarthy@btinternet.com or Paul, tempaul45@gmail.com to find out more.  
We think you’ll be pleasantly surprised.

Facebook: @RotaryBasingstokeDeane | : @RBstokeDeane

CONTACT – Paul Temple: tempaul45@gmail.com OR Alf McCarthy: alf.mccarthy@btinternet.comThe Secret of Sherborne St John Social Club 

For over 30 years, Sally and I have happily called 
Sherborne St John home.  However, for almost all of 
that time, I’ve managed to completely ignore one of its 
best kept secrets:

The Sherborne St John Social Club (SSJSC).

I knew it was there, of course.  I must have walked past 
it hundreds of times, but I guess like many people, I’d 
quietly filed it away in my mind as “probably not for 
me.”  Turns out, I couldn’t have been more wrong.

A few years ago, I finally ventured in with a friend and 
within minutes we were chatting away to friendly locals, 
pint in hand, wondering why on earth it had taken us so 
long. The welcome was genuine, the atmosphere relaxed 
and the drinks… surprisingly affordable!  We became 
members that very night.  You probably didn’t know 
that SSJSC is one of the oldest social clubs in the UK, 
founded in 1903, so has been bringing people together 
for approaching 125 years!

Now I enjoy popping in for a pint and a chat, attending 
the fantastic live music/tribute act nights and other 
events.  I’ve also made a new group of valued friends 
and now know far more villagers than I did after my 
first 25 years living here.

I’ve become a member the SSJSC committee, working 
alongside a dedicated group of volunteers to keep the 
club thriving, welcoming and, most importantly, to 
make it a community hub that is enjoyable for everyone.

As well as having a great bar, the club hosts live music, 
quizzes, bingo, meat raffle, games nights,live sport on 
Sky Sports, plus skittles, pool and darts.  We’re also 
pleased to host a weekly social/disco night for special 
needs adults, which Brenda Page and her team have 
been running for over 13 years.  

There’s the option to hire the venue for private events at 
very reasonable rates; ideal for birthdays, celebrations, 
or any excuse for a good get-together.

So, if like me, you’ve been walking past the club for 
years thinking “that’s not for me”… maybe it’s time to 
think again.

Pop in. Bring a friend. Have a drink. Stay longer than 
you planned. You might just discover that Sherborne St 
John Social Club isn’t a secret at all - it’s been waiting for 
you all along.

Membership is £26/year, or you can be signed in by a 
member for £1/night.

Visit us on www.ssjsocialclub.com and follow us on 
Facebook and Instagram.

John Gridley
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Your local financial adviser

07775 810 721

Ian Weston

Financial matters
What is the highest form of wealth? For many people, it is the 
ability to wake up each morning and say, “I can do whatever I 
want today.”   We often assume that becoming wealthier will make 
us happier, but what most people really want is a sense of control 
over their lives. The freedom to choose what you do, who you 
spend time with, and how you use your day is one of the greatest 
benefits that money can provide.
This idea of wealth is not about having the biggest house, the 
flashiest car, or the most expensive watch. Instead, money’s 
greatest gift is the freedom to have more control over your time.
A useful rule of thumb is to keep around six months of essential 
expenses in an emergency fund. It can be helpful to spend a little 
time working out what your basic monthly costs are, and then 
consider what level of savings would allow you to feel secure for 
six months. This could mean having the confidence to wait for the 
right job if you are made redundant, or simply being able to take 
time off when you are unwell.
There is an interesting paradox in modern life. Over the past fifty 
years, countries such as the UK have become much wealthier, yet 
there is little evidence that people are significantly happier. One 
reason may be that we have used much of our increased wealth to 
buy more things, while at the same time giving up some control 
over how we spend our time.
There is no single answer to this, but many people find that real 
satisfaction comes from valuing friendships, feeling part of a 
community, and spending unhurried time with family. In the end, 
these may be just as important to our sense of wealth as money in 
the bank.
Ian Weston
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WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk  
 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED

WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 
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Prestige & Commercial  |  Finance & PCP Packages  |  Extended Warranty
Vehicle Accessories  |  Part Exchange  |  Indoor Showroom   |  FCA Approved

Pre
Co
Used Vehicles in Hampshire

Tel: 01256 334363      Email: o�ce@moorelands.com      www.moorelands.com

Will Writing, Estate Planning
& Lasting Powers of Attorney

- A friendly, accessible and quality service

A member of the
Society of Will Writers

Contact: Clare Datta
m: 07810 455 581
t: 01256 896 336

e: claredatta@whitchurchwills.co.uk
w: www.whitchurchwills.co.uk

36 Hillside, Whitchurch, Hampshire, RG28 7SN

ontactt: CCClllare Datta

- NOW OFFERING -
PROBATE SERVICES
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JON’S GARDENING & HANDYMAN 
SERVICES Regular garden maintenance & one 
off jobs. Fencing, Hedges, Pruning, General tidy 
ups and home maintenance. For sensible rates 
and a friendly service please call 07488 347493.

BEAUTY THERAPIST Based in my 
professional, relaxing home based salon in 
Pamber Heath. Treatments offered - Gelish Nails, 
Pedicures, Waxing, Eve Taylor Aromatherapy 
Facials, Lash Lift, Massage, Indian Head Massage 
and Reflexology. Strict hygiene / cleaning and 
COVID safe procedures in place. Please call or 
text Amey on 07729421869

HELEN’S HOUNDS AND MORE Dog Sitting 
(day and overnight), walking and pop- in visits. 
Cat and small pet visits. I’m fully insured, DBS 
checked and Dog First Aid trained. I have 
existing clients in SSJ and can provide references 
if required.  
Email: helenshoundsandmore@gmail.com 
Mobile: 07930870249

CORNWALL HOLIDAY CARAVAN 
RENTAL We have a lovely 2-bedroom 
caravan available at Harlyn Sands Holiday 
Park near Padstow – just a short walk to the 
dog friendly beautiful beach at Harlyn Bay 
& within the 7 bays area. Just off the South 
West coast path & next to Trevose Golf club.
Sleeps up to 4, fully equipped kitchen, cosy 
lounge area, and great on-site facilities 
including indoor pool, entertainment 
complex with restaurant and bar. Perfect for 
families, couples, or a relaxing coastal break.
Message me for availability and prices – 
happy to answer any questions.
soozeandstephen@gmail.com

Small Ads
Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494  
or emma@thehaye.co.uk
-	 The advertising rate is £10 per month. Cheques to be made payable to ‘The Villager’. 
- 	Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type. 
-	 For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE. Electrical. Plumbing. 
Capentry or Decorationg. For a quotation, please 
phone 01256 780460 or 07989 940210.

DRUM TUITION. Professional musician with 
over 24 years experience. Teaching all aspects of 
drumming from counting, reading, playing to 
tracks, and technique etc. All ages and abilities 
welcome from total beginners to advanced. For 
more info please contact John Lezana on  
07947 728 686 www.johnlezana.com

PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND 
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB 
checked teachers. All ages and stages, including 
preparation for examinations (CE, GCSE, 
IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation and 
primary/nursery language clubs Daytime 
or evenings, at home, work or school. Call 
Samantha Cruickshank (Language 
Services Specialists) on: 07944 820284 or 
email: scruickshanktutor@yahoo.co.uk

ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge 
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, tree 
work, gravel drives etc. Please call  
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or 
07904 440468

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and 
affordable services. Experienced, easy going local 
lady, who checks every corner. Ironing services 
also available. References available upon request. 
Email: mariacleaning@live.co.uk,  
tel. 07933316989

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES River K Solutions 
Ltd, for all your bookkeeping needs. Please 
contact us on 07402173137 for free initial 
consultation or check our website  
www.riverksolutions.co.uk

REGISTERED CHILDMINDER based in 
Sherborne St John will have full/part time 
spaces available from July.  Also collecting from 
Sherborne St John school in September.  For 
more information call: 01256 851249

HOME & OFFICE MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES All types of installation and 
maintenance works including electrical, 
plumbing, IT networks, access/security/alarm/ 
attendance systems, carpentry and decorating. 
Cleaning services, secure disposal of office 
document waste. Please call Adam on  
07511 495052. Visa, Master Card, Amex.

CHEEKY PAWS AND CLAWS Established, 
experienced dog walker. Home visits for all pets.  
Pet sitting. Equestrian/hoofed animals. Fully 
insured. 20 years as a zoo keeper. 
http:/www.facebook.com/cheeky.paws.claws 
email:  kbeeson1@btinternet.com 
07752 414821 (text only)

PROFESSIONAL FOOT CARE IN THE 
COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME Fay 
Curtis (MCFHP. MAFHP) fully qualified Foot 
Health Practitioner offers a range of foot services 
including: Toenail cutting, Nail condition 
treatments, Corn removal, Callus reduction, Dry 
and cracked heel remedies, Verruca treatment 
and Diabetic foot care.  To book an appointment 
call Fay on 07780 664410

PLEASE NOTIFY THE EDITOR OF ANY ALTERATIONS OR CHANGES TO THIS LIST.
THIS IS THE ONLY WAY OF ENSURING THAT THE DETAILS ARE CORRECT

CHURCH OF ENGLAND - SWP Parish	 Revd Stewart Deering 	 Mob: 07359 717577   Tel: 01256 647900
				    stewart.deering@sherborneswithpamber.org
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH	 The Presbytery, Popley Way, Basingstoke	 819722
BASINGSTOKE COMMUNITY CHURCH	 Sarum Hill Centre, Basingstoke	  316000
CLERKS TO PARISH COUNCILS
	 SSJ Clerk/Admin 	 Alison Heward	 clerk@sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk	 07399 213133
	 SSJ Clerk/Finance    Rosie Burton	 finance@sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk	 07714 770940
	 MS	 Mrs Cally Morris 	 clerk@monksherborne-pc.gov.uk	 07721 076186
	 Pamber	 Chris Gunnell	 clerk@pamber-pc.gov.uk	 07942 637210
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for SSJ	 David McIntyre	 Cllr.David.McIntyre@basingstoke.gov.uk
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for Pamber	 Androulla Johnstone	 Cllr.Androulla.Johnstone@basingstoke.gov.uk
BASINGSTOKE & DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL	 Civic Offices, London Road, Basingstoke	 844844
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL	 The Castle, Winchester	 01962 841841
HAMPSHIRE POLICE		  Non-emergency	 101 or 01962 841534
PCSO Kane Lucas        No. 19624                	 Kane.lucas@hampshire.police.uk 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH	 ted_wilkinson@btinternet.com                  	 01256 850891
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH (Charter Alley)	 blacksmithguitar@talktalk.net	 01256 850282 / 07702 550226
NEAREST JOB CENTRE		 https://www.jobcentrejobs.co.uk
LOCAL GROUPS
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP	 Mrs Loraine Brown, (Secretary)	 01256 590359
RAINBOWS			  Caroline Givan: caroline.givan@gmail.com
BROWNIES			   Tramayne Henwood	 ssjbrownies@outlook.com 
GUIDES			   Heidi Wadsworth	 ssjguides@yahoo.com
CUBS			   Ms Trish Field	 01420 544904
Little Acorns, Bumps/Babes/Toddlers in SSJ	 Mrs Liz Gwynn	 07770 373282
SSJ SOCIAL CLUB		  (ssjscinformation@gmail.com)	 850303
SSJ HISTORY SOCIETY		 Mrs Jane Shelvey	  jshelvey@lillydown.net
TENNIS CLUB		  Paul & Maria Saunders - ssj.tennis@hotmail.co.uk	 07577 557850
SSJ RETIREMENT COFFEE MORNING	 Mrs Margaret Cramer	 850390
SUMMIT JUDO CLUB		  Mr Len Dunce	 07860 435 831
			   or Mr Paul Hamilton	 07917 005862
YOGA in SSJ Village Hall	 Mrs Jacqui Morris	 881336
SHORT MAT INDOORS BOWLS CLUB	 Mr Graham Welsby                                                  	 07970 182319
FOOTBALL CLUB		  Mr Terry Buller    tel.buller@gmail.com	 07584 169241
PICCOLO PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY	 Claudia or Jane    info@piccolopsn.com	 07528 726248	
			                     www.piccolopsn.com 
THE VYNE HOUSE (National Trust)	 Mr Stuart Maughan	 01256 883858
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING	 Mrs J. Hughes     email: tadleysd@gmail.com
BALLET at SSJ Village Hall	 Jenni Stafford	 jenni@jsba.uk
VENUE BOOKINGS:	
St Stephen’s Hall	 Carol Ellis                                                   	 07960049189 text or whatsapp
MS Village Hall		  enquiries@monksherbornevillagehall.org.uk	 07759 064220
SSJ Village Hall	 Shawna Campbell	 ssjhallbookings@yahoo.com	 07526 954835 
The Chute Pavilion	 Terry Buller	 tel.buller@gmail.com	 07584 169241 
Royal British Legion	 Rev John Morley	 revjohnmorley43@gmail.com 
SSJ Social Club		  ssjscinformation@gmail.com
HEALTH CARE
NORTH HANTS HOSPITALS NHS TRUST		  473202
HANTSDOC			   01189 365592
BRAMBLYS GRANGE			   467778
CHINEHAM SURGERY			  479244
CROWN HEIGHTS MEDICAL CENTRE		  329021
CLIFT SURGERY, BRAMLEY		  881228
HOLMWOOD, TADLEY		  01189 814166
ROOKSDOWN SURGERY		  399710
MORELAND SURGERY			  0118 9816661
EDUCATION
THE PRIORY PRIMARY ACADEMY TRUST	 Mr Matt Walsh (Head teacher)	 850062
SSJ C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL	 Ms Vickie Alvis (Head teacher) 	  01256 850180
ST BEDE’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL	 Mr Jamie Carroll	 473379
PUBLIC SERVICES
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU		  0808 2787829
BRITISH RAIL NATIONAL ENQUIRIES		  0345 484950
BUS STATION (STAGECOACH)		  0871 121 0190
LIBRARIES			   Basingstoke Town Centre	 473901
			   Chineham Library	 465643
			   Tadley Library	 0300 555 1387
DIAL-A-RIDE		  Monday-Friday 8.30-12.00 am and 2.00-4.15 pm 	 01256 462101
If we have omitted any organisations, and/or their contact details, we apologise and would welcome any information to keep 
this list up to date and relevant
	 Julie Crawley	 villagermagazine@gmail.com	 07703 720961

Contacts

To advertise in 

CALL Emma Foreman
07747 015494

emma@thehaye.co.uk
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1992-2026
34 successful years

34 Years
serving the local

community

No deposit
No hassle
Energy ‘A’ Rated
10 year Guarantee
Payment on completion

Windows • Doors • Roofline
Conservatories • Orangeries

Entrance Porch • Garage Conversions
Rainbow Warm Roof  Conversions


