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Editor’s Note

Contact us at villagermagazine@gmail.com

Cover Photo: The Dancing ladies of Dark Lane
Whilst we are happy to publish items and opinions in this magazine it should be noted that 
the views expressed by the contributors are not necessarily endorsed by the Editorial team. 

Readers should also make their own enquiries about, and assessment of, claims and services 
made by advertisers in this magazine.
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You will have noticed that this issue covers August AND September;  
this is to give our hardworking Villager team some time off during the 
summer.  The next issue will be in October with a deadline of  
12th September.  We always like to receive pieces and photos from our 
readers so do please send them in 
The Musical Event held in June at St Andrew’s Church was a great success 
and well attended with music, crafts and delicious cakes.  Those living in 
Sherborne St John heard the wonderful bells and many were able to go 
up into the Tower to watch or try out ringing the bells for themselves.
6th September will be the Monk Sherborne Fete – 12pm – 5pm.   The 
entry form and more details can be found on page 6
Here’s hoping for some rain for our gardens and allotments – and maybe 
some cooler nights.
I had to include these photos on the cover of “The dancing ladies in Dark 
Lane” –every day on my walk down Dark Lane these hollyhocks give me 
(and others I’m sure) so much pleasure.
Enjoy reading the Villager and we will be back in October when no doubt 
we will be complaining of gloomy/rainy days – who knows!
Julie
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Blessed are you who...
How would you finish that sentence?

Blessed are you who... always have a full fridge? Get 
all the green traffic lights? Find a parking space right 
outside the shop? Win the lottery? Retire early?

We all have our own ideas about what a “blessed” life 
looks like. Usually it involves having enough, staying 
healthy, avoiding too much stress, being surrounded by 
loved ones, and hoping life goes more or less according 
to plan.

Jesus had a rather different idea.

He introduces one of his most famous sermons “Blessed 
are you who…” followed by a number of different 
endings, each one more surprising than the previous 
one. Instead of offering us a few helpful tips for a happier 
life, Jesus turns our ideas about the world and how true 
blessing is found upside down – or perhaps, the right 
way up?

The words that follow include many ideas that have 
become proverbial in our day-to-day speech – “turning 
the other cheek” and “can the blind lead the blind” to 
name a couple. Sayings which, when understood and 
lived out have the power to change the world. 

Even the great Albert Einstein, who was no friend of 
formal religion, acknowledged his deep admiration 
for Christ’s sayings: “I am enthralled by the luminous 
figure of the Nazarene,” he remarked in a 1929 
interview. “No one can read the Gospels without 

feeling the actual presence of Jesus. His personality 
pulsates in every word.”

This summer, our all-age Sunday services will be 
exploring a section of Luke’s Gospel often called the 
Sermon on the Plain. Week by week we’ll explore what 
Jesus said and consider the impact his words can still 
have on our world and our lives today. 

You don’t need to know anything about the Bible or 
church to join us. Whether you’ve been coming to 
church for years, haven’t been for decades, or are simply 
curious about what Jesus actually said, you’ll be very 
welcome. Details of all our services are found on the 
next page..

Rev. Stewart Deering
stewart.deering@sherborneswithpamber.org
07359 717577 

August & September

St Andrew’s Sherborne St John | All Saints’Monk Sherborne | Pamber Priory
www.sherborneswithpamber.org facebook.com/sherborneswithpamber

Connect | Share | Grow
With Our Communities God’s Love In Faith In Jesus

Church Office: admin@sherborneswithpamber.org 07786 975969
Rector: stewartdeering@sherborneswithpamber.org 07359 717577
Safeguarding: safeguarding@sherborneswithpamber.org 07798 550023

For regular updates please scan the QR code:

Weds 9th
10-11.30am Little Acorns Baby and Toddler Group at SSJ Village Hall
12 noon Midday Prayer at St Andrew’s
2-4pm Being Together in the Parish Room

Sun 13th
9.30am Holy Communion at All Saints
10.30am Morning Worship with children’s groups at St Andrew’s
4pm Families at 4 at St Andrew’s

Thurs 3rd 7.30-8.30pm Prayer and Praise Night at St Andrew’s

Sun 2nd Aug 10.30am All Age Worship at St Andrew’s Real Friendship Luke 6 v 37-42

Sun 16th
10.30am All Age Worship at St Andrew’s Real Obedience Luke 6 v 46-49
6pm Evening Communion in the Parish Room

Sun 23rd 10.30am All Age Worship at St Andrew’s Real Faith Luke 7 v 1-10

Sun 9th
9.30am Holy Communion at All Saints’
10.30am All Age Communion at St Andrew’s Real Integrity Luke 6 v 43-45

Sun 30th 10.30am All Age Worship at St Andrew’s Real Help Luke 7 v 11-17

Sun 6th 10.30am Communion with children’s groups at St Andrew’s

Weds 16th
10-11.30am Little Acorns Baby and Toddler Group at SSJ Village Hall
12 noon Midday Prayer at All Saints

Sun 20th 10.30am Morning Worship with children’s groups at St Andrew’s
6-6.45pm Communion in the Parish Room

Weds 23rd
10-11.30am Little Acorns Baby and Toddler Group at SSJ Village Hall
12 noon Midday Prayer at St Andrew’s

Sun 27th 10.30am Morning Worship with children’s groups at St Andrew’s

Sat 26th 10-11.30am Women’s Brunch and Bible Discussion at Monk Sherborne VH

Weds 30th
10-11.30am Little Acorns Baby and Toddler Group at SSJ Village Hall
12 noon Midday Prayer at St Andrew’s

Weds 2nd Sept 10-11.30am Little Acorns Baby and Toddler Group at SSJ Village Hall
12 noon Midday Prayer at St Andrew’s

Tues 29th 11.00am Communion at Pamber Priory
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August 2026
3	 Knit & Knatter Craft Group, SSJ Village Hall, tea/coffee available	 1.00pm – 3.00pm
4	 Women’s Fellowship, Theatrical Myths, Legends and Superstitions	 2.00pm
7	 Monk Sherborne Village Night, Monk Sherborne Village Hall	 6.00pm – 8.00pm
8	 Sherborne St John Social Club, Cheese and Wine Evening	 8.15pm
10	 SSJ Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00am – 12.00
10	 Monk Sherborne Coffee Morning, Monk Sherborne Village Hall	 10.45am – 12.00
17	 Knit & Knatter Craft Group, SSJ Village Hall, tea/coffee available	 1.00pm – 3.00pm
21	 Sherbornes with Pamber   Holiday Fun & Food, games and crafts  Chute Pavilion	 11.30-1.30pm
22	 Sherborne St John VILLAGE MARKET, SSJ Village Hall	 12.00am - 3.00pm
22	 Sherborne St John Social Club, SSJ Football Club Quiz Night	 7.30pm
24	 SSJ Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00am – 12.00
28-30	 Basingstoke Art Club Summer Exhibition, Dummer Village Hall, Up Street Dummer, RG25 2AK
31	 Knit & Knatter Craft Group, SSJ Village Hall, tea/coffee available	 1.00pm – 3.00pm

September 2026
1	 Women’s Fellowship, British Emigrants in the Empire. Harvest Tea.	 2.00pm
4	 Monk Sherborne Village Night, Monk Sherborne Village Hall	 6.00pm – 8.00pm
5	 Sherborne St John Social Club, Decades Tribute	 8.30pm
6	 Monk Sherborne Village Fête, Monk Sherborne	 12.00pm
7	 SSJ Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall + Parish Council drop in 	10.00am – 12.00
14	 Monk Sherborne Coffee Morning, Monk Sherborne Village Hall	 10.45am – 12.00
14	 Knit & Knatter Craft Group, SSJ Village Hall, tea/coffee available	 1.00pm – 3.00pm
19	 Sherborne St John Social Club, Queens of Pop	 8.30pm
21	 SSJ Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00am – 12.00
23	 SSJ Parish Council Meeting
26	 Sherborne St John VILLAGE MARKET, SSJ Village Hall	 12.00am - 3.00pm
26	 Sherbornes with Pamber churches women’s brunch, Monk Sherborne village hall	 10.30am – 11.30am
26	 Sherborne St John Social Club, AK47 Rock Pop Band	 8.30pm
28	 MacMillan Coffee Morning with craft stalls, SSJ Village Hall	 10.00am – 1.00pm
28	 Knit &Knatter Craft Group, SSJ Village Hall, tea/coffee available	 1.00pm – 3.00pm
30	 Board Games at The Swan - Eat @ 12pm, Play @ 1pm	 12pm 

October 2026
2	 Monk Sherborne Village Night, Monk Sherborne Village Hall	 6.00pm – 8.00pm
4	 Sherbornes with Pamber Harvest Tea & Barn Dance, SSJ Village Hall, Donation £5	 4 – 6pm
5	 SSJ Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall + Parish Council drop in	10.00am – 12.00
6	 Women’s Fellowship, Musings from the Amateur Stage	 2.00pm
10	 A Musical Evening with Ed and Steve (The Elderly Bros) with Guests, music & comedy, SSJ Village Hall	
7.00pm – 9.00pm
10	 Sherborne St John Social Club, Danny Connors Singer	 8.30pm
12	 Knit & Knatter Craft Group, SSJ Village Hall, tea/coffee available	 1.00pm – 3.00pm
12	 Monk Sherborne Coffee Morning, Monk Sherborne Village Hall	 10.45am – 12.00
16	 Sherborne St John Social Club, SSJ School Quiz	 7.30pm
19	 SSJ Retirement Coffee Morning, Sherborne St John Village Hall	 10.00am – 12.00
24	 Sherborne St John VILLAGE MARKET, SSJ Village Hall	 12.00am  - 3.00pm
24	 Sherborne St John Social Club, Chas and Dave Cockney	 8.30pm
26	 Knit & Knatter Craft Group, SSJ Village Hall, tea/coffee available	 1.00pm – 3.00pm
28	 Board Games at The Swan - Eat @ 12pm, Play @ 1pm	 12pm 

Notify Claiming Dates to Lindsay Berry on lindsayberry0@gmail.com or message on 07775 800955

Claiming Dates

11:00 AM 	 Doors open for exhibitors 
12:00 PM	 Gates open - Food, Bar, Tea & 	
			   cake available from 12:30
2:30 PM	 Children’s races 

3:30 PM 	 Dog Show  
			   (weather permitting)
4:30 PM	 Raffle 
5:00 PM	 Tug of war and close

What to Expect

Schedule

Monk Sherborne Village Fete
Sunday 6th Sept 2026, 12:00pm - 5:00pm 

Monk Sherborne Village Hall

Get ready for a fantastic afternoon filled with traditional fete fun! Here are some 
of the wonderful activities and refreshments we have lined up for you:

•	 Friendly Dog Show (bring your furry friends!)
•	 Children’s races & the classic Tug of War

•	 Bouncy Castle 
•	 Beautiful displays of Fruit, Veg, Flowers & Crafts

•	 Delicious Refreshments: food, Tea & cake, plus a bar serving Beer, Wine & Pimms

For further information or to volunteer, please email  
enquiries@monksherbornevillagehall.org.uk  

or contact Cheryl 07759064220
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Supporting Sherborne St John Through Change
Over the past few months there 
have been a number of changes at 
Sherborne St John Parish Council. 
Following the resignation of our 
long-serving Chairman, Richard 
Morgan, I was honoured when my 
fellow parish councillors accepted 
my offer to help by co-opting me 
onto the Parish Council.

Like many residents, I want to thank Richard for his 
years of dedicated service to our village. Parish councils 
rely on volunteers who are prepared to give up their time 
for their community, and everyone who has served the 
parish deserves our appreciation.
I am looking forward to working with colleagues on 
the council to support them during this period of 
change.   Parish councils are often at the heart of local 
communities, dealing with the issues that matter most 
to residents. They may not always make the headlines, 
but they make a real difference to everyday life.
One of our immediate priorities is resolving the problems 
at the play area at The Chute. Residents have every right 
to expect a safe, high-quality facility for local children, 
and it has been frustrating that the parish has been let 
down by a contractor. The council is determined to 
get these issues resolved as quickly as possible so that 
families can enjoy the play area with confidence.
Alongside this, the parish continues to face several 
significant planning challenges. We will continue to 
support the work being undertaken by the Parish Council, 

local campaign groups and residents in responding 
to proposals at Cranesfield,  Sireburne Close and the 
proposed solar farm. These developments each bring their 
own concerns, and it is important that the village continues 
to speak with a strong and informed voice.
This all comes at a time of considerable change for 
local government. The move towards a new North 
Hampshire Council, major national reforms to 
the planning system and the recent decision by 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council to abandon 
work on its draft Local Plan all create additional 
uncertainty for communities like ours. Parish councils 
have never been more important in ensuring that local 
views are heard and that villages continue to stand up 
for their interests.
Despite these challenges, I remain optimistic. 
Sherborne St John has always been a village with a 
strong community spirit, where people are willing to 
step forward, volunteer and support one another. I am 
pleased to be able to play my part alongside my fellow 
parish councillors.
Finally, I would like to thank everyone who continues to 
support the parish—whether by volunteering, attending 
meetings, responding to consultations, or simply taking 
an interest in what is happening in our community. 
Your support, ideas and encouragement make a real 
difference, and I look forward to working with you all 
over the months ahead.

Cllr Simon Minas-Bound   
Sherborne St John & Rooksdown Ward

News from Pamber and Little London
It seems strange to be writing my column now knowing 
that you will only read it in August or September,  but 
our holiday plans mean I must tick this particular box 
well ahead of the game.
For what seems like an age we haven’t needed to have 
our mower serviced to get it going for the first cut of the 
year. (Husband tells me I’m exaggerating. Again.) I don’t 
think the Repair Café would have been able to help on 
this occasion but I wanted to draw your attention to this 
service which has recently been set up and sounds like a 
brilliant idea.  There are 7 such cafés in the borough and 
you can find your nearest at sustainable-basingstoke.
co.uk/get-involved.
You are invited to bring in to the experts items which 
are broken or damaged e.g. clothes, household items, 
bikes, toys and the team will do their best to repair 
them. This will save you money and reduce your carbon 
footprint. An excellent service in these throw-away 
times of built-in obsolescence.
As part of my occasional “Meet the Villager” item,  I 
am delighted to introduce you to our very own Knight 
in Shining Armour, dwelling in Little London no less! 
Driving home along Frog Lane recently and having 
had to keep well over to our side  because of an on-
coming vehicle, we fell victim to a pothole. Limping 

onto the main road, more 
or less deserted because of 
closure we - ie husband - set 
about changing the tyre. 
He was doing really well 
until the final nut which 
stubbornly refused to move. 
We had decided to walk 
home over the fields to get 
the much bigger spanner 
languishing in the garage 
when there was a screech of 
brakes (not really - another 
exaggeration for dramatic 
effect) and a “Need a 
hand?”. And thus we met 
Joe. I was very quick to 
accept the offer, knowing that husband being a bloke 
would decline, and a delightful Joe got us back on four 
wheels in a matter of minutes. Joe and his family(wife 
Pippa and son Miles) are new to Little London but are 
clearly throwing themselves into village life. We need 
more Joes! Thank you!
Until next time,

B 🐝 bdownes.villager@gmail.com

SHERBORNE ST JOHN PARISH COUNCIL
Village Hall, Kiln Lane, Sherborne St John, RG24 9HR

Vacancy: Responsible Financial Officer (RFO)
For Sherborne St John Parish Council

10 - 15 hours per week
Part-time | Permanent

For enquiries, please contact clerk@sherbornestjohn-pc-gov.uk
Tel: 07399213133
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FOR ALL YOUR SWIMMING POOL 
REQUIREMENTS

Design and Build New Liner and 
Concrete Pools
 Renovation and Repair
 Service and Maintenance
 Auto Covers and Cleaners
 Chemicals and Accessories

Harlequin Swimming Pools Ltd

01962 774004

sales@harlequinpools.co.uk
www.harlequinpools.co.uk Reliable, personal service since 1973
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WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk  
 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED

WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 
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Work to solve water supply issues 
for new homes holds up Local Plan
Water supply concerns for new homes in Basingstoke 
and Deane are likely to lead to a new timetable for the 
area’s Local Plan - the key document that sets out where 
new development should go over the next decade and 
a half.  Questions about South East Water’s ability to 
provide a resilient supply of fresh water for new houses, 
for drinking, washing and flushing toilets, were raised 
by the council earlier this year.

This followed a review of the borough’s water 
infrastructure requirements through an updated water 
cycle study as part of supporting research to prepare 
a draft Local Plan.  Problems have primarily arisen 
as a South East Water transfer pipeline has not been 
delivered to the originally planned timetable.

Now, due to environmental impacts, the Environment 
Agency has refused South East Water’s application to 
continue to get water from one of the natural sources 
it is using instead. This decision is being appealed by 
South East Water.

Over the past few months, the council has been 
coordinating work with the Environment Agency, 
Natural England, affected neighbouring councils and 
the government to fully understand the situation and 
its impact and explore possible solutions. South East 
Water is completing the vital research work, but the 
company is taking longer than it expected to complete, 
despite the council challenging this.  The council is 
seeking clarity on the water issues so that the Local 
Plan for the borough can be progressed further to help 
inform where new homes and other developments 
could go.  However, South East Water’s delays mean 
that the council’s Cabinet will now need to agree a new 
timetable for the Local Plan.

As a result, the Local Plan is unlikely to be able to move 
to the next stage before the Government’s deadline to 
submit a plan for examination by the end of year, unless 
the extension the council is seeking can be granted. 
Government changes to the national planning system 
mean that local plans submitted after December 2026 
will need to follow a new process. This could mean the 
council having to take forward the plan under a new set 
of rules and procedures.  

The council is keen to move forward with a Local Plan 
as quickly as possible, so that the borough is protected 
from speculative development and planning decisions 
are based on the detailed work already undertaken and 
the feedback from previous consultations. The council 
will also need to consider what the implications are for 
current planning applications.

The next steps in the Local Plan process are set to be 
considered at the Cabinet meeting in September. 

Cabinet Member for Strategic Planning and 
Infrastructure Cllr Andy Konieczko, who announced 
the impact of the water issues at a Cabinet meeting 
in early July said: “We have always said that decisions 
on building new homes must be supported with 
investment in more local infrastructure.  “That was our 
clear position in pushing back on the significant rise 
in the government-imposed housing numbers for our 
borough. It was also the reason we commissioned an 
update to the water cycle study to ensure that we have 
enough water supply and sewage treatment capacity to 
meet the needs of future residents.

“This research revealed that demands for water from 
new housing may outstrip the limits of sustainable 
supply in the areas of our borough served by South East 
Water.  We’ve been coordinating further research into 
this as it’s vital that we understand exactly how much 
capacity is left.  Frustratingly, South East Water is taking 
longer than it expected to provide that analysis. 

“Through no fault of the council or local residents, 
this has affected our ability to finalise an up-to-date 
Local Plan that will protect our area from speculative 
development.

“We need to continue to push forward with the vital 
additional work to find the right and best solution for 
our borough.  It’s essential that we and local residents 
have assurance that the homes we are being asked to 
plan for – both for now and into the future – have 
sufficient infrastructure in place to serve them.

“The Leader and I have written to the Minister of State 
for Housing and Planning, asking to meet with him to 
discuss how the government will support us protecting 
our borough from speculative development. We need 
an extension to the December 2026 deadline so we 
can then finish the Local Plan on which residents have 
already commented rather than having to start again 
under the new rules.”

Council Leader Cllr Paul Harvey announced at Cabinet 
that he has a meeting scheduled with South East Water 
Chief Executive Officer-Designate John Halsall to 
discuss the situation.

The draft Local Plan evidence, including the updated 
Water Cycle Study, is at www.basingstoke.gov.uk/draft-
local-plan-evidence
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Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Garden Furniture  Outdoor Living  BBQs 
Birdcare  Plants  Bedding  Seeds  Compost 

Pots  Hanging Baskets  Tools  Fencing
Sheds  Garden Gift Vouchers  Co�ee Shop

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook

SSJ Primary School
What a fantastic 
end to the school 
year it has been at 
our village school!
One of the 
highlights of the 
half term was 
undoubtedly our 

phenomenal Key Stage 2 production of The Lion 
King. Performers, singers, stage crew and staff all 
worked tirelessly to bring the story to life, showing 
exceptional teamwork, resilience and creativity. 
Even during the heatwave, our children remained 
positive, determined and committed to putting on 
a truly memorable performance for our families 
and community.
We were also delighted to welcome our new 
Reception children into school for a special story 
time session. It was lovely to see so many excited 
faces, and we are very much looking forward to 
welcoming them officially in September as they 
begin their school journey with us.
This term also brought some emotional moments. 
Our annual Leavers’ Service at the church gave us an 
opportunity to celebrate our wonderful Year 6 pupils 
as they prepare for the next stage of their education. 
We also said goodbye to some valued members of 

staff who have been an important part of our school 
family. While farewells are never easy, we wish them 
every success and happiness for the future. Our 
Family Picnic provided another wonderful occasion 
to come together and celebrate everything that makes 
our school community so special.
Looking ahead, we are excited to welcome two new 
teachers and two new members of our support staff 
team in September. We know they will receive a 
warm village welcome and quickly become part of 
our school family.
Recently, I accompanied a group of children on a visit 
to our exciting new allotment project. There are some 
wonderful plans taking shape, and we are looking 
forward to involving the wider community. Keep an 
eye out in future editions, as we may soon be calling 
on green-fingered volunteers and supporters to help 
us make the most of this fantastic opportunity!
Finally, on behalf of everyone at school, thank you to 
our families, neighbours and community members 
for your continued support throughout the last year. 
Your encouragement, generosity and involvement 
make a real difference to our children and school.
Wishing everyone a happy, relaxing summer.

Sherbert
SSJ School Villager Correspondent

News from St Andrews Bellringers
The Bellringers at St Andrews took part in a very 
successful Celebration of Music event at the Church 
in June. We had over 20 people come up to the 
ringing chamber to find out what we do and to have 
a go themselves. We had a wide variety of visitors 
from the youngest, who was just 3 years old, right 
up to grandparents, who ages we promised not to 
divulge! We were asked lots of very good questions. 
Everyone who came got the opportunity to chime 
our oldest bell which was cast in 1390. Alex, our 
Steeple Keeper, gave a very interesting PowerPoint 
presentation about bell ringing and the history of 
our bells at Sherborne St John.

Later in June the St Andrews ringers and ringing 
friends from across the Basingstoke area went on a 
walking tower outing to Bristol. We had a great day of 
ringing,visiting six towers in Bristol including Bristol 
Cathedral. A great time was had by all even though 
it was an extremely hot and tiring day! The ice cold 
drinks at the local hostelry were most welcome!

Finally, congratulations to Alex on ringing his first 
peal at All Saints Monk Sherborne on 28th June. This 
was a great achievement. The peal entailed ringing 
for 2 hours 44 minutes, non-stop, and the methods 

rung were Stedman, Grandsire, St Nicholas, Reverse 
Canterbury, St Simons and Plain Bob. Also, this was 
the first peal rung on the bells since 1990.

If you are interested in finding out more about bell 
ringing please contact us on: ssjbellringing@gmail.com

Lois Blissett – Tower Correspondent

(Editor’s note: I remember the first Sunday after 
Covid lockdown when the bells were rung again in 
SSJ for the first time in what seemed like ages – a 
very emotional half hour!)

Beau’s Blog

Please, please can we go to the lake so that I can jump 
in and swim around in the water to cool off and fetch 
branches out for you????

As you have probably already guessed, this is my 
pleading look, chin resting on the arm of the Bosses 

chair, ears flat and soppy looking, eyes big and staring 
straight into his eyes…….

I can maintain this look for quite a long time – long 
enough for the Boss to feel guilty that he’s been dozing 
while I’ve been patiently waiting for signs of life.  The 
moment he stirs, I activate the full-strength stare, willing 
him to give in and take me swimming.

Occasionally my technique fails and I have to appeal 
to the Mrs in a similar manner which usually elicits 
a response such as “your dog wants to go for a walk, 
probably to the lake”.   Eventually one of them cracks 
and I get taken to the lake where I can dive in and swim 
around to cool off and play.  The only trouble is the Boss 
then gets involved in untangling all his fishing gear and 
dangling it into the water, in which case I am banned 
from swimming near him and have to remain clear 
of his rods. It’s a fishy business so I paddle around the 
other side of the lake and test out the theory that I can 
catch a carp faster than he can………

http://beauregardsdogblog.blogspot.com
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Short Mat Bowls
We meet each Thursday afternoon  from October to 
April (inclusive) from 2:30pm - 4:30pm. at the Chute.
We are a small but very friendly club and new members 
are always welcome.
There is no membership fee and the cost is £2 per 
person each time they play.
No personal equipment is needed as bowls are provided.
The contact for any further information is:
Graham Welsby  07970182319

SSJ Allotments Update
The Crane’s Road allotment site has now got four 
large water tanks filled with wate for the allotment 
holders’ use, thanks to a lot of hard work by Chris 
Covell on the site. With our increasingly dry 
summers these are needed more than ever. Quite a 
lot has been used already!

On Thursday the Headteacher of Sherborne St. John 
Primary School, Mrs Vickie Alvis, and a group of 
pupils visited the School allotment to start planning the 
layout and thinking about what they are going to grow. 
Everyone is getting very excited about the project!
We have one or two plots coming vacant on the Elm 
Road site soon. If you are interested in renting an 
allotment please contact me.
Mike Greaves (warden)
mikegreaves@co-hort.co.uk
Mobile: 07712 188097
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01256 688648
 Call Pete to book a FREE survey & quotation

All Seasons
Window Cleaning

Reliably serving the community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 01256 353727
Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
www.facebook.com/allseasonswindowcleaninguk
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Want To Get Involved Locally?
Calling everyone living in - 

• Sherborne St. John • The Pambers
(Along with neighbours in Monk Sherborne, Ramsdell,  

Bramley, Sherfield, Sherfield Park)
Can you please help The Poppy Appeal, Oct 22–Nov 8?

Poppy Appeal
At our Basingstoke Hospital

Can you offer a couple of hours to help  
man the Hospital Poppy Stand?

Support is provided and the Appeal 
team is looking for helpers from all areas 

listed above.

Poppy Appeal
- where you live

Can you offer a couple of hours to
Help run a local pop-up Poppy Stall?

Or help with poppy box deliveries locally,
Or collections or admin?

To find out more and offer help, please contact: natalie@larner.net 
(Poppy Appeal Organiser)

buckland.co
info@buckland.co

bui ld  something beaut i ful

The Vyne
New exhibition open daily until 1 Nov 2026 

House 11am-3pm | Gardens 10am-4pm
From 27 June to 1 November, a house-wide exhibition ‘Taste, Design and the 

Georgian Gentleman’ sheds light on Georgian owner John Chute’s artistic 
influence on the house and its interiors. Biweekly tours of the same name will 

take a deeper dive into the life and legacy the style connoisseur. 

Tours: Suggested donation £5 per person.
Families can enjoy a Summer of Play 23 July - 13 
September. On select dates, young families with 

children aged two and above can enjoy creativity-
boosting 30-minute sessions with early years 

practitioners Boogie Beat Music and Movement. 

More information at  
nationaltrust.org.uk/the-vyne

Detail of 18th Century  
Italian Pietra Dura casket
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West Berkshire Dementia  
Hub And Greenham Trust  
Almost every one of us has been touched by dementia 
– whether it’s a parent, a partner, sibling, friend 
or neighbour. And with numbers set to increase 
significantly in this area a new initiative has been 
launched to help meet this challenge.
The Dementia Hub will be a purpose-designed centre 
in the heart of our community, bringing together a 
wide range of dementia services under one roof, with 
the aim of enabling people with dementia in West 
Berkshire and north Hampshire to live as well as 
possible and providing better help and support to their 
family carers. The Hub is to be built on land to the east 
of West Berkshire Community Hospital (subject to 
planning). Centred around a café and courtyard garden, 
it will incorporate the NHS Memory Assessment 
clinics, alongside support services including one-to-one 
‘wayfinding’ to help guide individuals and their families 
at every stage, plus activities focussed on brain health 
and rehabilitation, access to dementia technology, 
complementary therapies, legal and welfare advice, as 
well as peer support and friendship.
Greenham Trust has now officially launched the £4 
million fundraising campaign to build the Hub, and is 

inviting donations via its giving platform, The Good 
Exchange. More than £1 million of matched funding 
has already been secured through Greenham Trust 
and Englefield Charitable Trust, meaning that every 
pound raised will be matched, doubling the impact of 
your support.
The project has already attracted significant support 
from charitable funders. However, further fundraising is 
needed to help create this much-needed centre that will 
benefit thousands of people across West Berkshire and 
north Hampshire in the years ahead. If you are a local 
organisation or group which raises funds for charitable 
causes, please do consider supporting the appeal by 
making the Hub your chosen charity or fundraising cause.
For more information contact:
Rob Daniels, Head of Grants, Greenham Trust rob.
daniels@greenhamtrust.com    01635 936370
James Wilcox, WBDH Project Lead, james@
westberksdementiahub.org    07972 058378.
Together, we can help create a lasting resource for local 
people affected by dementia
www.westberksdementiahub.org

Join us for an unforgettable  
Golden Anniversary Concert

Basingstoke Concert Band is
Celebrating 50 Years of Music 1976-2026

Join us as we celebrate 50 wonderful years of music, 
friendship and community with a spectacular 

anniversary concert. Enjoy a memorable afternoon 
featuring a wide variety of music, specially chosen by 

our band members, alongside favourite works selected 
by our Musical Director Lauren Petritz-Watts.

Sunday 20 September 2026 at 3.00pm

The Haymarket Theatre
Wote Street, Basingstoke RG217NW

Tickets available from 01256 844244  
or www.anvilarts.org.uk

Whether you’ve supported us from the very beginning 
or are discovering us for the first time, we’d love you 

to join us for this special milestone celebration.  Come 
and share in 50 years of unforgettable music as we look 

back with pride and forward with excitement.

Suspended for  August but we plan to start 

again on Wednesday 30th September
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Probus Hears About  
The Loss of American Colonies
The Mayor of Basingstoke, Cllr Jackie Tustain, 
was the guest of honour at the latest Probus Club 
meeting when she heard a talk by Dr Stephen Goss 
about the loss of the American colonies.

Two hundred and 
fifty years ago, on 4th 
July 1776, the thirteen 
British colonies along 
the eastern seaboard of 
North America declared 
their independence. 
Drafted principally 
by Thomas Jefferson, 
the Declaration of 
Independence asserted 

universal rights, most famously that “all men are 
created equal,” and laid the foundations for the 
world’s first democratic republic.

The American War of Independence emerged 
from tensions that had grown irreparably between 
Britain and its colonies. Disputes over taxation, 
representation and imperial authority fuelled 
resentment and a rising political identity.

Protests escalated into a determined struggle for 
self-government. Foreign intervention added 
complexity: Dutch tea smuggling deprived Britain 
of tax revenue, prompting the closure of Boston 
harbour. The Boston Tea Party in December 1773, 
became an act of defiance.

Britain viewed colonial resistance as a rejection of 
legitimate authority; while the colonists framed 
the conflict as liberty versus tyranny. The war 

widened into a seven-year international struggle. 
France, Spain and the Netherlands supported 
the colonists: Prussia and many native American 
nations sided with Britain, partly due to Britain’s 
policy of restricting westward expansion beyond 
the Mississippi.

Opinion was divided on both sides of the Atlantic. 
Many Americans hesitated over rebellion, and 
many Britons questioned the cost of waging a 
distant war that soon stretched into the Caribbean, 
Mediterranean and even India.

George Washington. commanding the Continental 
Army, avoided large scale assaults, relying on 
skirmishes to wear down British forces. Battles 
such as Bunker Hill, Lexington, Concord, 
Germantown and the decisive victory at York Town 
– achieved with French military and naval support 
– secured independence.

The 1783 Treaty of Paris, signed by Benjamin 
Franklin, John Adams and others, formally 
recognised the United States and established 
boundaries with British North America (Canada). 
Britain adopted a generous settlement, seeking 
profitable trade without the burden of government.

As part of the reparations and settlements on all 
sides the Spanish regained Menorca but gave up all 
claims to Gibraltar. A situation that in very recent 
times has seen Spain dismantle all border controls 
between itself and this British Overseas Territory.

Christmas is a long way off… but it’s 
not too soon to think about our 

ROTARY SHOEBOX APPEAL!
Get involved!

We’re delighted to share that we contributed nearly 900 
shoeboxes towards the 20,455 sent from Wessex area 
last year. Thanks to everyone’s kindness, these boxes 
were safely delivered for Christmas 2025 and brought 
joy to children in Ukraine, Romania, Moldova and 
Montenegro.

As we look ahead to Christmas 2026, it’s time to start 
planning what can go into your shoebox — and you can 
begin collecting items now. Just a few items a week 
will fill your box.

Items should be new or as new please. Ideas of what you 
can put in your box are for-  
Playing - ball, skipping rope, small games, cards, 
dominoes, harmonicas/recorders, cars, small toys, 
cuddly toy.
Writing - pens, pencils, sharpener, notebook, colouring 
book, puzzle book.
Wearing – hat, gloves, scarf, socks, hair accessories, 
jewellery (Items need to be new or in good/as new 
condition)    
Washing - soap, toothbrush, flannel, sponge.

We ask for a financial contribution for each box for 
ever increasing transport cost. TBA

Please No – liquids, war toys or war books, batteries/
operated items, sharp items, broken items, food or 
sweets, large toys, large clothes or shoes, also nothing 
religious, political or racial.

Collect for either Boys or Girls, ages
1-3,    4-7,    8-11,   12-15.

Saturday 5 September,  
we will be in Festival Place, 
come and pick up your free 
Christmas shoeboxes ready  
for you to fill with goodies for 
these special children

Start thinking now about getting your workplace, 
church, club, school, Scouts, Cubs, Brownies, Guides 
— or simply your own family — involved. Whether it’s 
your children, grandchildren, or just you filling a box at 
home, every single effort makes a difference.
By planning ahead, you’ll help us make Christmas truly 
special for the children who receive these shoeboxes. 
It’s your small act of kindness that creates a genuinely 
meaningful impact.

IT’S ABOUT MAKING A  
GENUINE DIFFERENCE

St Michael’s Hospice Future Events
MOONLIGHT WALK, Saturday 26th September
REINDEER RUN, Sunday 13th December
We will be there supporting these events. 
Volunteering, having fun while giving back!

St Michael’s Hospice, like many local charities, needs 
constant fundraising to support the special work that 
they do. You can support them by participating and 
getting sponsorship.
To fundraise for their events. (See their website) 
or join our support team at one of the events, see 
Rotary contact details above.

Basingstoke Deane Rotary is a group of 25 men & women from a wide variety of backgrounds. All live locally in the 
 borough but some commute to work outside Basingstoke. Most joined Rotary to help others less fortunate, and they  

find Basingstoke Deane Rotary adds another extremely enjoyable dimension to their lives. 
If you would like to find out more about how we enjoy ourselves, just tune in to www.rcbd.org.uk to see what we have  

coming up, or contact Alf, alf.mccarthy@btinternet.com or Paul, tempaul45@gmail.com to find out more.  
We think you’ll be pleasantly surprised.

Facebook: @RotaryBasingstokeDeane | : @RBstokeDeane

CONTACT – Paul Temple: tempaul45@gmail.com OR Alf McCarthy: alf.mccarthy@btinternet.com
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WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 

Fixed Price Cleaning - CRB & Insured 
Products & Equipment Supplied 

 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning – End Tenancy  
Spring Cleans – One Off Clean 

Tel: 07954794817     
Tel: (01256) 412369 

www.whatchorescleaning.co.uk  
 

CALL US 01256 358 940
www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

Over 35 years experience in all types of domestic, 
commercial  and  industrial  fencing based in Sherborne St John

FREE estimates and advice with no obligation  and 
good quality workmanship are GUARANTEED

WHAT CHORES  
CLEANING & IRONING SERVICE  

For a cleaner Future 
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Prestige & Commercial  |  Finance & PCP Packages  |  Extended Warranty
Vehicle Accessories  |  Part Exchange  |  Indoor Showroom   |  FCA Approved

Pre
Co
Used Vehicles in Hampshire

Tel: 01256 334363      Email: o�ce@moorelands.com      www.moorelands.com

Will Writing, Estate Planning
& Lasting Powers of Attorney

- A friendly, accessible and quality service

A member of the
Society of Will Writers

Contact: Clare Datta
m: 07810 455 581
t: 01256 896 336

e: claredatta@whitchurchwills.co.uk
w: www.whitchurchwills.co.uk

36 Hillside, Whitchurch, Hampshire, RG28 7SN

ontactt: CCClllare Datta

- NOW OFFERING -
PROBATE SERVICES
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HOME & OFFICE MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES All types of installation and 
maintenance works including electrical, 
plumbing, IT networks, access/security/alarm/ 
attendance systems, carpentry and decorating. 
Cleaning services, secure disposal of office 
document waste. Please call Adam on  
07511 495052. Visa, Master Card, Amex.

CHEEKY PAWS AND CLAWS Established, 
experienced dog walker. Home visits for all pets.  
Pet sitting. Equestrian/hoofed animals. Fully 
insured. 20 years as a zoo keeper. 
http:/www.facebook.com/cheeky.paws.claws 
email:  kbeeson1@btinternet.com 
07752 414821 (text only)

JON’S GARDENING & HANDYMAN 
SERVICES Regular garden maintenance & one 
off jobs. Fencing, Hedges, Pruning, General tidy 
ups and home maintenance. For sensible rates 
and a friendly service please call 07488 347493.

Small Ads
Enquiries and items for inclusion please contact Emma Foreman on 01256 889215/07747 015494  
or emma@thehaye.co.uk
-	 The advertising rate is £10 per month. Cheques to be made payable to ‘The Villager’. 
- 	Payment for advertisements must be received in advance and are limited to 10 lines of type. 
-	 For information on annual block advertisements please contact Emma Foreman

TSI COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE. Electrical. Plumbing. 
Capentry or Decorationg. For a quotation, please 
phone 01256 780460 or 07989 940210.

DRUM TUITION. Professional musician with 
over 24 years experience. Teaching all aspects of 
drumming from counting, reading, playing to 
tracks, and technique etc. All ages and abilities 
welcome from total beginners to advanced. For 
more info please contact John Lezana on  
07947 728 686 www.johnlezana.com

PRIVATE TUITION IN FRENCH AND 
GERMAN with qualified, experienced, CRB 
checked teachers. All ages and stages, including 
preparation for examinations (CE, GCSE, 
IB, A-level etc.), adult conversation and 
primary/nursery language clubs Daytime 
or evenings, at home, work or school. Call 
Samantha Cruickshank (Language 
Services Specialists) on: 07944 820284 or 
email: scruickshanktutor@yahoo.co.uk

ABLE GARDEN SERVICES Grass and hedge 
cutting, fencing, turfing, patios, planting, tree 
work, gravel drives etc. Please call  
Eddie on 01189 700765 (Pamber Heath) or 
07904 440468

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and 
affordable services. Experienced, easy going local 
lady, who checks every corner. Ironing services 
also available. References available upon request. 
Email: mariacleaning@live.co.uk,  
tel. 07933316989

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES River K Solutions 
Ltd, for all your bookkeeping needs. Please 
contact us on 07402173137 for free initial 
consultation or check our website  
www.riverksolutions.co.uk

REGISTERED CHILDMINDER based in 
Sherborne St John will have full/part time 
spaces available from July.  Also collecting from 
Sherborne St John school in September.  For 
more information call: 01256 851249

PLEASE NOTIFY THE EDITOR OF ANY ALTERATIONS OR CHANGES TO THIS LIST.
THIS IS THE ONLY WAY OF ENSURING THAT THE DETAILS ARE CORRECT

CHURCH OF ENGLAND - SWP Parish	 Revd Stewart Deering 	 Mob: 07359 717577   Tel: 01256 647900
				    stewart.deering@sherborneswithpamber.org
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH	 The Presbytery, Popley Way, Basingstoke	 819722
BASINGSTOKE COMMUNITY CHURCH	 Sarum Hill Centre, Basingstoke	  316000
CLERKS TO PARISH COUNCILS
	 SSJ Clerk/Admin 	 Alison Heward	 clerk@sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk	 07399 213133
	 SSJ Clerk/Finance    			  finance@sherbornestjohn-pc.gov.uk	 07714 770940
	 MS	 Mrs Cally Morris 	 clerk@monksherborne-pc.gov.uk	 07721 076186
	 Pamber	 Chris Gunnell	 clerk@pamber-pc.gov.uk	 07942 637210
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for SSJ	 David McIntyre	 Cllr.David.McIntyre@basingstoke.gov.uk
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR for Pamber	 Androulla Johnstone	 Cllr.Androulla.Johnstone@basingstoke.gov.uk
BASINGSTOKE & DEANE BOROUGH COUNCIL	 Civic Offices, London Road, Basingstoke	 844844
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL	 The Castle, Winchester	 01962 841841
HAMPSHIRE POLICE		  Non-emergency	 101 or 01962 841534
PCSO Kane Lucas        No. 19624                	 Kane.lucas@hampshire.police.uk 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH	 ted_wilkinson@btinternet.com                  	 01256 850891
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH (Charter Alley)	 blacksmithguitar@talktalk.net	 01256 850282 / 07702 550226
NEAREST JOB CENTRE		 https://www.jobcentrejobs.co.uk
LOCAL GROUPS
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP	 Mrs Loraine Brown, (Secretary)	 01256 590359
RAINBOWS			  Caroline Givan: caroline.givan@gmail.com
BROWNIES			   Tramayne Henwood	 ssjbrownies@outlook.com 
GUIDES			   Heidi Wadsworth	 ssjguides@yahoo.com
CUBS			   Ms Trish Field	 01420 544904
Little Acorns, Bumps/Babes/Toddlers in SSJ	 Mrs Liz Gwynn	 07770 373282
SSJ SOCIAL CLUB		  ssjscinformation@gmail.com	 01256 850303
SSJ HISTORY SOCIETY		 Mrs Jane Shelvey	  ejshelvey@gmail.com 
TENNIS CLUB		  Paul & Maria Saunders - ssj.tennis@hotmail.co.uk	 07577 557850
SSJ RETIREMENT COFFEE MORNING	 Mrs Margaret Cramer	 850390
SUMMIT JUDO CLUB		  Mr Len Dunce	 07860 435 831
			   or Mr Paul Hamilton	 07917 005862
YOGA in SSJ Village Hall	 Mrs Jacqui Morris	 881336
SHORT MAT INDOORS BOWLS CLUB	 Mr Graham Welsby                                                  	 07970 182319
FOOTBALL CLUB		  Mr Terry Buller    tel.buller@gmail.com	 07584 169241
PICCOLO PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY	 Claudia or Jane    info@piccolopsn.com	 07528 726248	
			                     www.piccolopsn.com 
THE VYNE HOUSE (National Trust)	 Mr Stuart Maughan	 01256 883858
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING	 Mrs J. Hughes     email: tadleysd@gmail.com
BALLET at SSJ Village Hall	 Jenni Stafford	 jenni@jsba.uk
VENUE BOOKINGS:	
St Stephen’s Hall	 Carol Ellis                                                   	 07960 049189
MS Village Hall		  enquiries@monksherbornevillagehall.org.uk	 07759 064220
SSJ Village Hall	 Shawna Campbell	 ssjhallbookings@yahoo.com	 07526 954835 
The Chute Pavilion	 Terry Buller	 tel.buller@gmail.com	 07584 169241 
Royal British Legion		  bramley.secretary@rbl.community 
SSJ Social Club		  ssjscinformation@gmail.com
HEALTH CARE
NORTH HANTS HOSPITALS NHS TRUST		  473202
HANTSDOC			   01189 365592
BRAMBLYS GRANGE			   467778
CHINEHAM SURGERY			  479244
CROWN HEIGHTS MEDICAL CENTRE		  329021
CLIFT SURGERY, BRAMLEY		  881228
HOLMWOOD, TADLEY		  01189 814166
ROOKSDOWN SURGERY		  399710
MORELAND SURGERY			  0118 9816661
EDUCATION
THE PRIORY PRIMARY ACADEMY TRUST	 Mr Matt Walsh (Head teacher)	 850062
SSJ C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL	 Ms Vickie Alvis (Head teacher) 	  01256 850180
ST BEDE’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL	 Mr Jamie Carroll	 473379
PUBLIC SERVICES
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU		  0808 2787829
BRITISH RAIL NATIONAL ENQUIRIES		  0345 484950
BUS STATION (STAGECOACH)		  0871 121 0190
LIBRARIES			   Basingstoke Town Centre	 473901
			   Chineham Library	 465643
			   Tadley Library	 0300 555 1387
DIAL-A-RIDE		  Monday-Friday 8.30-12.00 am and 2.00-4.15 pm 	 01256 462101
If we have omitted any organisations, and/or their contact details, we apologise and would welcome any information to keep 
this list up to date and relevant
	 Julie Crawley	 villagermagazine@gmail.com	 07703 720961

Contacts

To advertise in 

CALL Emma Foreman
07747 015494

emma@thehaye.co.uk

Greenham  
Oncology Centre 

officially opens!

Thanks to The Ark Cancer Charity 
and a grant from the Greenham 

Trust, £2 million has been invested 
into our formerly known Rainbow 

Unit to be redesigned and reopened 
as the Greenham Oncology Centre!

Opened in July, by the  
Countess Mountbatten of Burma, 

the centre focuses on delivering high 
quality, effective and compassionate 

care. The staff aim to meet the 
patients’ needs by providing holistic 
and personalised care and each year 

up to 100,000 treatments will take 
place within the centre
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1992-2026
34 successful years

34 Years
serving the local

community

No deposit
No hassle
Energy ‘A’ Rated
10 year Guarantee
Payment on completion

Windows • Doors • Roofline
Conservatories • Orangeries

Entrance Porch • Garage Conversions
Rainbow Warm Roof  Conversions


